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Beloved,
Last Summer Rose Murrin and I attended the College for Congregational Development in the
Diocese of Rochester with a few other representatives from our diocese. This is a two year program
which requires us to go back for a second week this upcoming summer, complete an extensive
reading list, and undertake two projects here at St. John’s. The projects sound more daunting than
they actually are,. They encourage us to really focus in and do small but meaningful things in order
to understand how our parish family works better and from better help this parish family to thrive
and grow.
Our first project involves collecting stories about St. John’s from you all, the members of this parish
family. There are no guidelines as to what these stories must be. They can be cherished memories,
your first experience of St. John’s, something that was particularly moving and meaningful or something silly and goofy. These stories are not intended to be shared but rather to help us get the pulse of
our parish, help us better understand what it is we hold important as a community. The point of this
project is to acknowledge that the St. John’s I know may be different than the St. John’s you know,
likewise what I hold important and dear about this place might not be the same as what is important
to you. Hearing these stories will allow us to get a sense not just of what St. John’s is to me, but what
St. John’s is to all of us. If any of the stories come in and we think they would do well to be shared we
will of course reach out first.
As we are coming upon Easter and as we are beginning to really reopen after pulling back on in
person events through this pandemic I think these stories will be especially meaningful. In Easter we
remember and celebrate not just Jesus’ death and resurrection but also that we get to share in his new
life. As we are coming back together and plotting our way forward in this new world these stories
will help us to hold on to the things that are truly special and important about St. John’s. As we are
coming back together and seeking to live into the new life Christ offers us these stories will guide on
our way forward in this new life together in Christ.
Continued on page 12
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ENCORE CONSIGNMENT SHOP
It’s time to bring in your
Spring and Summer consignments.
Call for appointments during the regular shop hours of 10AM to
4PM on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and the First and Third Saturdays
between 10 AM and 2PM
(401-245-7380)
We are located in the lower level of St. John’s Church 191
County Rd. Barrington

ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: April 15th.
The May Tower will be mailed on
April 27th
Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to

401-245-4065
www.stjohnsbarrington.org
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Church School Schedule
Grades K-5
Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 am
Regular class: April 3
NO CLASS: April 10
Easter Egg Hunt: April 17
Regular class: April 24
Regular class: April 31
Youth Group Happenings
Grades 6-12
Sunday evenings from 6:15 to 7:45 pm
Youth group: April 3
Youth group: April 10
Way of the Cross: April 15
NO MEETING: April 17
Youth group: April 24
Pancake Thanks
Many thanks to everyone who cooked, cleaned, set up, and attended our Shrove Tuesday pancake
supper. It was great to see Field Hall full of smiling faces - and bacon! Extra thanks to Dale, Debbie,
and Pat for all their help in the kitchen!
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Good Friday Stations
This Good Friday at 7:00 pm, our youth will once again be hosting its popular Way of the Cross
service. This year, the service will take place entirely in the sanctuary. Please note that much of the
liturgy will occur in relative darkness, so you are welcome to bring a small reading light if you so
choose.
There will be a rehearsal for all youth involved at 5:30 on April 15th. We'll have a simple supper
followed by instructions. We are also looking for a couple of adult volunteers to help things run
smoothly. For more information or to volunteer, please see Heather Annis or Wendy Foley.
Easter Egg Hunt
It’s almost time for our (sort of) annual egg hunt – ‘cause nothing says, “He is risen” like a bunch of
sugary treats and plastic trinkets! Children ages 3 and up are invited to join us on the front lawn at
12:15 on Easter Sunday, April 17th. We’ll have some bags and baskets available, but it’s always
more fun if you bring your own. Bring a friend, too!

Cardboard Challenge is BACK!
The youth group is hard at work on an all-new Cardboard Challenge with an all-new twist! Be sure
to save the date: Wednesday, May 18th at 6:30 pm in Field Hall. You will NOT want to miss it! Stay
tuned for ticket prices, how to reserve your seat, and other details.
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC
Hello Parishioners!
I hope you are all well and looking inward this Lenten season.
Instead of giving up gum, swearing, or chocolate for Lent, how about giving your time and talent?
As you have noticed the choir’s numbers are much depleted. We are down to three singers—yes,
only THREE. While small, but mighty, we are in dire need of choir members.
If you cannot make a commitment every week, feel free to join us in the St. John’s ad hoc choir each
month, which will sing on the last Sunday of the month. That just boils down to a commitment of
about two hours per week. It’s a great way to pray, get out of the house, or challenge yourself (did I
mention it's also a great Lenten sacrifice?), besides, the brain benefits of music are manifold.
Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:00-8:45 and Sundays 9:00-9:45 am before Service. While it is
preferable/ideal to attend both rehearsals, you have either option.
So, in this season of Lent, give your time and talent unto the Lord….JOIN the CHOIR today!!
I am also asking parishioners to consider membership for the St. John’s Music Programs Committee.
This committee will be essential in forming and contributing ideas and plans to further grow and
develop participation to further enhance the Music Programs at St. John’s. The Committee will be
indispensable for:
·
Ideas for and outreach for Choir recruitment
·
Advertising for choir and concerts
·
Obtaining Donors/Sponsors/Patrons for the Music Programs of St. John’s
·
Building a sense of community within the East Bay area through music, concerts, etc.
I am sure you cannot wait to begin helping out with your talents!! Please contact me at:
JTStottRI@gmail.com, see me after Service. If you wish to make an appointment, my office hours
are Tuesdays: from 11:30-1:30 and Thursdays from 6:00-7:00.
I look forward to your contribution of time and talent, and wish you all the best!!
Mark your calendars:
Sunday April 3, 2022
Lamentatio: A Lenten Concert
3:00 pm
ADMISSION FREE
This concert will feature works of the XVII and XVIII centuries, as well as excerpts from Couperin's
Les Lecons pour Tenebrae and Charpentier's Lamentations of Jeremiah, interpolated by Italian violin sonatas.
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC
Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s
Concert: Sunday, April 24, at 3 p.m.
Theodore Mook, Cellist
The Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s, led by Music Director Edward Markward, will
present the fourth concert of its fifth season on Sunday, April 24, at 3 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 191 County Road, Barrington.
The concert opens with Prokofiev’s, Symphony No. 1 in D Major. Written in a classical format, it
evokes Mozart’s playfulness and humor but uses modern harmonies, rhythms and orchestral colors. With a Mozartian impish sense of humor, impeccable craftsmanship and charming melodies,
this symphony has remained one of the composer’s most popular works. Sibelius’, Valse triste op. 44,
No. 1 (Sad Waltz), originally composed for a 1903 production of the play “Kuolema” (Death), by Arvid
Jarnefelt, depicts a son watching his sick mother as she sleeps and dreams of dancing a waltz at a
ball. The dancing becomes quite intense with wild, mad rhythms. Once the gaiety reaches a peak,
the music dies away and the mother succumbs to death. Joseph Haydn’s brilliant Concerto in C Major for Cello and Orchestra, Hob. VIIb:1 was composed while the composer was working at the Esterhazy palace, (between 1761 and 1765) and reflects its Baroque roots. With enchanting melodies and
harmonies, this work illustrates the full range of the cello and is one of the great works in the history
of music.
Cellist Theodore Mook is a versatile performer, comfortable in classical, historical, and commercial
styles. Mr. Mook has performed at the Library of Congress, the American Academy in Rome, the
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Four Seasons Arts (San Francisco) and is a veteran of several Bang on a Can Marathons, the New England
Bach Festival in Marlboro, Vermont, and the Bern Biennale. His extensive discography spans over
one hundred works, radiating from Boccherini to John Cage and JZ.
Comprised of professional, community and student musicians from southern New England, the
Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s was created to showcase the finest quality music in
the chamber orchestra repertoire. The orchestra is hosted by St. John’s Episcopal Church and its Director of Music, Jacob Stott.
COBSJ will adhere to all CDC and RI Department of Health regulations and recommendations for
safely convening a concert during the Covid-19 pandemic. All audience members will be required
to wear masks and show proof of being fully vaccinated including a booster shot, if eligible.
The concert is free, donations are welcome.
www.cobsj.org
Facebook @cobsjri
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
New Addition to the Tower—DO YOU KNOW???
Our latest addition is DO YOU KNOW??? Each month we will feature questions for you to answer.
If you do not know the answer they will be in the next month’s Tower. So let’s see how much you
know!!
Here are last month answers!

1) Why we say AMEN at the end of prayers, hymns and creeds?
We say AMEN to signify our approval or ratification.

2) What is an AMBO?
An AMBO is a raised platform or pulpit that is used for both reading the lessons and preaching.

Do we have one at St. John’s?
St. John’s changed from having both a pulpit and a lectern to an AMBO when the reconstruction
was done in 2000 and the chapel was added.

3) What is an AUMBRY?
An AUMBRY is a receptacle that is built into a wall or attached to a wall of a chancel or sacristy. It is
used to keep the already blessed sacraments and the holy oil.

Do we have one at St. John’s?
At St. John’s it is located near the ever-burning candle and organ.
So...How many did you get right?

----------------------------------------------------------------------

#2 DO YOU KNOW
The questions for August are:

4) What is a BENEDICTION
5) Does St. John’s Have a Bishop’s Chair?
6) What is a CASSOCK?
Answers in the May Tower!!

Transitions
April Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Daniel & Christine Barlow ~ April 2, 1971 ~ 11 years
Bob & Charlotte Morse ~ April 9, 1977 ~ 45 years
Mars & Prudy Bishop ~ April 10, 1954 ~ 68 years
Peter & Deb Daniello ~ April 12, 2003 ~ 19 years
Steve & Janice Primiano ~ April 12, 1986 ~ 36 years
Bob & Bobbi Wexler ~ April 28, 1979 ~ 43 years
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Help for Ukraine
We are joining one of our parish family members, Inna Walker, who grew up in Ukraine and has
family and friends still there in collecting goods to be sent over and distributed in Ukraine. You will
see the items on the list are either pouches or boxes because items in glass and metal add weight,
which increases shipping cost, Please feel free to drop off any of the following at church:
Food is #1 Priority: specifically, high protein items with light weight packaging.
Tuna (pouch)
Baby food (tubes/pouch)
Peanut Butter (pouch)
Protein bars
Dry Milk
Oatmeal (single serve)
Fruit strips (real fruit)
Meals Ready to Eat
Freeze dried meats like Beef Jerky
Medical supplies: bandaids, tylenol, ointments, gauze,, toothpaste & toothbrushes.

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation please consider making a donation to St. John’s to
offset the cost of shipping, please make checks payable to St. John’s Church, and put Ukraine on the
memo line. Or you can make a donation to Episcopal Relief & Development, information can be
found at www.episcopalrelief.org

Aren’t We Lucky!
Saw new faces

Delicious
Corned Beef
(made to perfection)

Crispy Carrots & Cabbage

Sweet Irish Bread
Debbie
Pat

We are lucky
to have you all!

Dale

Joyce
John

Judy
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Thanks for making this
a fun-filled evening!

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Open Hands Garden
Recently, the Gardener Supply Company catalog arrived in the mail. My heart leapt for joy, and I
spent the next twenty minutes pouring through the pages, salivating over trellises and caging, selfwatering garden boxes and gloves. Now, you may be under the impression that I spend a great deal
of time tending to my garden all summer. And you would be partly right. I invest lots of time in the
spring and early summer, then I get lazy. Turns out, I like planting and harvesting, but the stuff in
between- watering, weeding, pruning- not my favorites.
I manage this cycle of garden attention in a couple of ways. First, I plant things you can ignore.
Garlic, potatoes, dried beans are all crops you plant, they grow, they die and then you harvest them.
Perfect!! They are hardy and survive a lot of weather conditions. The second way I manage this is
that I garden at St. John’s Open Hands Garden.
The Open Hands gardens are fantastic! They get great sun, and the hose is long and ready to roll.
The best part for me is the people. I run into people I know and that I don’t know. We chat about
our gardens, what is growing well and how we like to do things. It’s a treat to see someone I haven’t
seen in a while. After a while, I figure out a few people who would be happy to have their gardens
watered if they are dry. Knowing that I can help another person is a big incentive for me to stop by
the garden and see what needs watering. This also happens to get my own gardens watered as well!
The second-best part of the gardens to me is the lack of people! Sometimes, at the end of a long day
at work, I need a little time to myself. Stopping by the garden on my way home, I can be quiet, tend
to the plants and settle my soul. I’m often alone, but even when I am not, most folks are ok with
gardening in companionable silence. After a day inside, thinking and working hard, the sun and
simple needs of plants are a balm. I often find something ready to harvest or in bloom which I want
to share. This time allows me to shift my mind and body to home and family. It is a gift.
If any of this sounds good or you are interested in gardening for other reasons, I would encourage
you to reserve a box and begin dreaming about the food you might grow! Just call the office, 401245-4065. Maybe I will see you there!
TRIVIA April 3rd!
What’s a six letter word for fun…? Trivia, of course!
Join the fun, and connect with your extended St. John’s family for virtual trivia night.
We promise you’ll learn a little something, connect with friends, and have a few laughs - well, maybe more than just a few. It is open to ALL St. John’s parishioners, family and friends. We welcome
everyone and truly believe the more the merrier! We invite you to give it a try and make it your
monthly routine. When: Sunday, April 3rd at 7:00PM on Zoom.
Price: FREE, and worth every penny!
Do you like to Bake?
Calling all bakers...we would like to bring bake baked goods at coffee hour in the next few weeks
but first we need bakers. If we get enough volunteers it should be only a once a month
commitment. Please call or email Dale in the office if you are interested in helping out.
401-245-4065 or dale@stjohnsbarrington.org.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Barrington Village is Here to Help You!!!
We hope you have heard about Barrington Village. Maybe one of your neighbors is a member.
Regardless, keep reading to learn more about us.
Staying in our own homes as we age is the goal of most seniors, and it was the rationale for forming
our local volunteer organization, Barrington Village. We’ve been around since 2020 and are one of
four local villages that, together with Providence, Westerly and Edgewood (Cranston), comprise The
Village Common of RI (“TVC”).
Our motto is neighbors helping neighbors. It’s part of our appeal that our services are provided by
volunteers who live in the community, often people you already know.
Here are some of the ways you can benefit from joining Barrington Village:
 Rides, as often as you need one, by trained volunteer drivers
 The chance to make new friends and enjoy social and cultural events
 Help with chores that have become challenging, like clearing snow
 Check-in calls and friendly visits from volunteers
 The opportunity to volunteer in your own community
You can contact us by calling (401) 400-5599 or emailing Barrington@villagecommonri.org.
We hope you will.

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:00pm Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing
Good Friday, April 15
12 Noon Good Friday Liturgy
7:00pm Way of the Cross
The Great Vigil of Easter, April 16
7:30pm
Starting Outside
Easter: The Resurrection of Our Lord
April 17
9:00 a.m.— Festival Holy Eucharist
11:00 a.m.— Festival Holy Eucharist
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If you would like to share a story with us you can reach out to me or to Rose directly. We also set up
an email address, stories@stjohnsbarrington.org that they can be sent to. We’re happy to receive
written stories or audio recordings. Once again we’re looking for any story that comes to mind, even
if it seems small or inconsequential to you that story is sticking out to you for a reason and can tell
us something about St. John’s. In other words, there is no way to do this incorrectly, no story is
wrong. If you have a story to share about this place we want to hear it.
Thank you for your thoughtfulness and time in sharing these stories with us.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

The mission of
St. John’s Church
is to be a community of
Christians committed to
the care, nourishment and
spiritual growth of all.

April 2022
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday - 8:00am - 12:00pm
Worship Services
Sunday ~ 8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday ~ 9:30am Holy Eucharist
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