The Tower
March 2022

Beloved,
Toward the end of February Bishop Knisely gave us the greenlight to begin moving our churches
past the restrictions that we have been operating under over the past two years. While we have not
seen the last of COVID we have come to a point with vaccinations, therapeutics and our understanding of the virus and how it spreads that it does not hold the same threat that it did two years ago. The
Bishop did not make this decision on his own but, as he has been doing since the beginning of this
pandemic, he has been in close consultation with medical professionals with expertise in these
matters.
By the time you are reading this we will have already begun this transition. We will still have masks
available, we will still have the hand sanitizer stations in place, and I will continue to test regularly,
especially before Sunday services, but the restrictions to attend worship and the restrictions on how
we worship will be loosened and removed. When we return to sharing the wine at communion we
will continue to offer a dedicated intinction cup for that.
This transition will impact all aspects of our life together not just our worship. I am excited to return
to our normal Lenten Program format once again. On Wednesdays in Lent, beginning on March 9th,
our Lenten program will begin with a Eucharist at 6pm, followed by a soup and salad dinner at 6:30
and our program will begin at 7pm and last until 8pm. Compline will continue to be offered online
on Wednesday evenings.
I know that we all have varying levels of comfort with in person activities and even though we are
being advised it is safe to begin moving out these restrictions that peoples comfort levels won’t automatically adjust. When possible we will continue to offer an online option for our activities and classes as well as stream worship every Sunday. We are currently in the middle of upgrading our sound
system and installing a video system that will allow us to offer a much better quality streamed service, with all the equipment out of sight so that we no longer need a camera and microphone set up
in the center aisle.
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ENCORE CONSIGNMENT SHOP
GREAT NEWS!
It’s time to bring in your
Spring and Summer consignments.
Call for appointments beginning
Tuesday, March 1 during the regular shop hours
of 10AM to 4PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays
and the First and Third Saturdays between
10 AM and 2PM
(401-245-7380)
Come visit us starting March 1 and find many
items already marked down.
We are located in the lower level of St. John’s
Church 191 County Rd. Barrington

401-245-4065
www.stjohnsbarrington.org
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Church School Schedule
Grades K-5
Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 am
Regular class: March 6
Regular class: March 13
Regular class: March 20
Regular class: March 27
Youth Group Happenings
Grades 6-12
Sunday evenings from 6:15 to 7:45 pm
Youth group: March 6
Youth group: March 13
Youth group: March 20
Youth group: March 27

Pancakes are back!
On Tuesday, March 1st, the youth group will host our annual Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. Due
to Covid restrictions, seating will be limited; reservations are required. Dinner will be served at 6:00.
The event is free of charge but donations will be gratefully accepted. Please join us! Call the office at
245-4065 or email dale@stjohnsbarrington.org to reserve your spot!
Souper Job!
Many thanks to all who contributed to the church school soup drive! We collected 145 cans of soup,
which will be delivered to Tap-IN.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION

What’s a six letter word for fun…?
Trivia, of course!
Join the fun, and connect with your extended St. John’s family for virtual trivia night.
We promise you’ll learn a little something, connect with friends, and have a few laughs - well,
maybe more than just a few. This Is it open to ALL St. John’s parishioners, family and friends.
We welcome everyone and truly believe the more the merrier! We invite you to give it a try and
make it your monthly routine.
When: The third Sunday of the month, 7 PM on Zoom.
Price: FREE, and worth every penny!
Who: This is fun for all ages, with topics for all interests.

ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary
are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: March 16th.
The April Tower will be mailed on
March 29th
Please send articles, announcements and “Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

Transitions
March Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
George & Joan Crocker ~ March 16, 2005 ~ 17 years

4

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
As we are making these transitions if you have any concerns or questions please know that I am
here and happy to discuss all this in more depth with you. As exciting as this is for some of us I
know there are others who aren’t ready for it yet and I promise to do everything I can to continue
making sure St. John’s is able to remain a home for all of us.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

New Addition to the Tower—DO YOU KNOW???
Our latest addition to the Tower is DO YOU KNOW??? Each month we will feature questions for
you to answer. If you do not know the answer they will be in the next month’s Tower. So let’s see
how much you know!! Thank you Joan Harper for your wisdom!!

1) Why we say AMEN at the end of prayers, hymns and creeds?

2)

What is an AMBO?
(Do we have one at St. John’s?)

3)

What is an AUMBRY?
(Do we have one at St. John’s?)
---------------------------------------------------------------------Answers in the April Tower!!
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC
Notes From The Choir

Hello Parishioners!
I hope you are all well and keeping to your New Year’s resolutions!
If you’ve fallen off the wagon, I have an easy solution!! Make a resolution to expand the choir!
As you have noticed the choir’s numbers are much depleted. We are down to three singers—yes,
only THREE. While small, but mighty, we are in dire need of choir members, and I am aiming for a
goal of three to four additional members by year’s end.
If you cannot make a commitment every week, feel free to join us in the St. John’s ad hoc choir each
month, which will sing on the last Sunday of the month. That just boils down to a commitment of
about two hours per week. It’s a great way to pray, get out of the house, or challenge yourself (did I
mention a good New Year’s resolution???), besides, the brain benefits of music are manifold.
Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:00-8:45 and Sundays 9:00-9:45 am before Service. While it is
preferable/ideal to attend both rehearsals, you have either option.
So….make a 2022 resolution you’ll find easy to keep….JOIN the CHOIR today!!
I am asking parishioners to consider membership for the St. John’s Music Programs Committee.
This committee will be essential in forming and contributing ideas and plans to further grow and
develop participation to further enhance the Music Programs at St. John’s. The Committee will be
indispensable for:
·
Ideas for and outreach for Choir recruitment
·
Advertising for choir and concerts
·
Obtaining Donors/Sponsors/Patrons for the Music Programs of St. John’s
·
Building a sense of community within the East Bay area through music, concerts, etc.
I am sure you cannot wait to begin helping out with your talents!! Please contact me at:
JTStottRI@gmail.com, see me after Service. If you wish to make an appointment, my office hours
are Tuesdays: from 11:30-1:30 and Thursdays from 6:00-7:00.
I look forward to your contribution of time and talent, and wish you all the best in 2022!!

LAMENTATIO:
A LENTEN CONCERT
The In Principio Players of St. John's will present a program of works by Couperin, Sances,
Charpentier, Uccellini, Marini and others. April 3rd, 3:00pm
ADMISSION FREE
ALL ARE WELCOME
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The mission of
St. John’s Church
is to be a community of
Christians committed to
the care, nourishment and
spiritual growth of all.

March 2022
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday - 8:00am - 12:00pm
Worship Services
Sunday ~ 8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday ~ 9:30am Holy Eucharist
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