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May 2022

Beloved,
After Easter and Christmas services I like to send out thank you cards to everyone who participated
to help make those services happen. The past few years have been so strange I have fallen out of that
habit, but was excited to get back into it this Easter. Except school vacation was during Easter week
so I was trying to do the normal stuff that needs to be done around the church during the week while
having Jackson and Hazel with me all the time. And on top of that I was getting ready for the upcoming pilgrimage a small group of us are taking to Israel. As you can imagine, it was a busy week. So,
once more Easter has gone by where I don’t think I’m going to get these thank you cards out in anything near a timely manner. I thought about bringing stuff with me to Israel to write them there, but I
know that would just result in me bringing everything back home with me undone and feeling disappointed that I didn’t get to it. So I’m not going to do that.
I want to make sure that everyone who participated gets acknowledged for their help in what was a
truly magnificent Holy Week and Easter, if I can’t do that individually and by name, I at least want to
do so here. The Altar Guild and Flower Guild did so much work behind the scenes making sure our
space was beautiful and set up perfectly for our worship. Ushers, readers, intercessors, acolytes, chalice bearers and vergers helped to make sure our services went off without a hitch, or with as few
hitches as possible, and were moments were Jesus was clearly present with us. Jacob, our choir members, and guest musicians helped to add to the majesty and transcendence of our worship. Dale and a
team of volunteers made sure that we had bulletins for each service folded and set out to guide us in
our worship. David ensured the cleanliness of our space to celebrate with our parish family. Heather
arranged and set up an Easter egg hunt for our little ones after the 11am service. And Liz and our
team of counters (which is currently a team of one, thank you so much Joanne! Also, if anyone wants
to help out with counting let us know) made sure all the Easter and Holy Week offerings were accounted for properly.
A lot goes into what we do at St. John’s on a normal week and I am always grateful for the time and
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ENCORE CONSIGNMENT SHOP
It’s time to bring in your
Spring and Summer consignments.
Call for appointments during the regular shop hours of 10AM to
4PM on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and the First and Third Saturdays
between 10 AM and 2PM
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County Rd. Barrington

ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: May 17th.
The June Tower will be mailed on
May 27th

401-245-4065
www.stjohnsbarrington.org
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Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Church School Schedule
Grades K-5
Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 am
Regular class: May 1
Regular class: May 8
Regular class: May 15
Last class: May 22

Youth Group Happenings
Grades 6-12
Sunday evenings from 6:15 to 7:45 pm
Youth group: May 1
Youth group: May 8
Youth group: May 15
End-of-the-Year Bash: May 22

Make a Joyful Noise
Children in grades K through 5 are invited to join us in the church school wing for an extra hour on
Sunday, May 8th. Following the 10:00 service, we'll be making instruments to play at our upcoming
Cardboard Challenge/Coffeehouse (see below). No musical experience is necessary and all materials
will be provided. Please let Heather know if your kiddos will attend to ensure adequate supplies for
all!

Youth Group Party, Open House & Senior Send-Off
Our final weekly youth group gathering of the program year is Sunday, May 22nd. We'll recognize
our graduating seniors and send them off with some youth group swag. Students who will be in 6th
grade in the fall are invited to join us for the celebration as well. Dinner included.
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Cardboard Coffeehouse
The youth group has combined two of its most popular events into one: Cardboard Challenge meets
Spring Coffeehouse! Join us on Wednesday, May 18th at 6:30 pm in Field Hall, which will be transformed into a cozy cardboard cafe with local music and other entertainment. Do NOT miss it! Tickets are $5 for adults; children under 10 get in free. A portion of the proceeds will go to Episcopal Relief & Development's Ukraine relief efforts.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
New Addition to the Tower—DO YOU KNOW???
Our latest addition is DO YOU KNOW??? Each month we will feature questions for you to answer.
If you do not know the answer they will be in the next month’s Tower. So let’s see how much you
know!!
Here are last month’s answers:

4) What is a BENEDICTION
A Benediction is the blessing pronounced in God’s name by the priest upon the congregation at the end of a service.
5) Does St. John’s Have a Bishop’s Chair?
Yes…..St. John’s has a Bishop’s chair. It has been refurbished and is located in the Sanctuary near
the Chapel.

6) What is a CASSOCK?
A cassock is a long garment reaching from the shoulders to the ankles and is worn by both clergy
and choir and all who assist in the service. Cassocks are usually black but purple for bishops.
Cassocks used by choirs are often other colors —-white, blue maroon, etc.
So...How many did you get right?

----------------------------------------------------------------------

#3 DO YOU KNOW
The questions for May are:
7) What is the Catechism?
8) What does Catholic mean?

9) Who is a celebrant?
Answers in the June Tower!!
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Open Hands Garden
If you’re looking for a wonderful family project for the summer, or just an easy way to grow some
food for yourself and others we want you in the Open Hands Garden. We are offering you the
opportunity to ‘adopt’ one of our raised gardening beds behind the church for just $20!! You
provide your own plants and gardening tools, and we will provide the water. Call Dale at the
church office at 245-4065
if you are interested.

TRIVIA May 15th!
What’s a six letter word for fun…? Trivia, of course!
Join the fun, and connect with your extended St. John’s family for virtual trivia night.
We promise you’ll learn a little something, connect with friends, and have a few laughs - well, maybe more than just a few. It is open to ALL St. John’s parishioners, family and friends. We welcome
everyone and truly believe the more the merrier! We invite you to give it a try and make it your
monthly routine. When: Sunday, May 15th at 7:00PM on Zoom.
Price: FREE, and worth every penny!

Do you like to Bake?
Calling all bakers...we would like to bring bake baked goods at coffee hour in the next few weeks
but first we need bakers. If we get enough volunteers it should be only a once a month
commitment. Please call or email Dale in the office if you are interested in helping out.
401-245-4065 or dale@stjohnsbarrington.org.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Jean Audette Turned 90!!
Thanks to everyone who provided a birthday card for her birthday. She received a total of 49 cards
and was very happy. She especially enjoyed the personal notes many of you added. Pastoral Care
provided her with a beautifully packaged birthday cake that she really loved! In fact her exact
words were “this is the best cake I ever had!”
Since that day, she has read each and every card over and over again. You all have honored a
treasured member of our wonderful church family. Blessings to everyone.
Judy Tavares
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION

St. John’s Memorial Garden
Bobbi Wexler
The Memorial Garden at St. John’s is a special place. After the 9:00am Easter service, I saw several families
taking a walk through the garden. Walking through it brings a sense of peace and a glimpse of the rich history of the people who we’ve worshiped with and loved for many years. Since 1988, its beautiful plantings, memorial plaques and granite stones have identified the final resting place of many St. John’s parishioners.
A few parishioners, individually, have been very diligent in caring for the garden in the past few years. The
Rules and Regulations of the Memorial Garden require that there be a Committee from “among the members of the Church to administer the Garden”. We are looking to reinvigorate this Committee and hope to
have an initial meeting in mid-late May. Please consider helping us keep this space a place of beauty and
solace for the parishioners we’ve loved throughout the years.
After 34 years, it is in need of some tender loving care. Everyone is welcome to join us - please contact me
at 401-835-0378 or bwexlerisme@gmail.com.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION

Transitions
May Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Dan & Hope DuBois ~ May 1, 1976 ~ 46 years
Lou & Anne Massa ~ May 8, 1983 ~ 39 years
Michael & Denise Javery ~ May 10, 1986 ~ 36 years
Sherburne & Bonnie Cameron ~ May 12, 1984 ~ 38 years
Leeds & Pattie Mitchell ~ May 14, 1977 ~ 45 years
Arthur & Linda Marcello ~ May 21, 1983 ~ 39 years
John & Karen Cavanagh ~ May 27, 1995 ~ 27 years
Stephen & Diana Turgeon ~ May 29, 1993 ~ 29 years
Jay & Cherry Cumming ~ May 30, 1970 ~ 52 years
Edward & Jennifer Rakeman ~ May 30, 1999 ~ 23 years
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
About St. John’s
It seems to be increasingly rare these days to find genuine community – not just Facebook friends,
but real people to know and with whom to share our lives. At St. John’s we seek to be that kind of
community. We don’t pretend to have all the answers; we do come together to share the questions –
questions of faith and meaning, of purpose and commitment. As a church, we find that conversation happening in and through a relationship with God as revealed to us in Jesus. The heart of that
is our regular gathering, Sunday by Sunday, to hear and proclaim God’s word, to offer our prayer
for others and ourselves, and to be nourished and strengthened in the Eucharist (Mass, the Lord’s
Supper). We seek to grow in that faith by engaging in study, conversation, and action in our Christian Formation programs for youth and adults. And we take that faith outside ourselves by loving
service to others – here in Barrington, the larger community, and the world.
So please know that you are warmly invited to join us in building this church community, to share
in being nurtured by worship and Scripture and one another, and to serve the world around us in
the name of the Risen Christ. Welcome to St. John’s!

Our History
St. John’s Church, Barrington is one of the oldest parishes in the Diocese of Rhode
Island. St. John’s has been a fixture of the Barrington community for over 160 years and remains
committed to serving this community. The Parish has had 16 rectors since its founding in 1858 and
only seven since 1931. While the pandemic has disrupted our life together we have continued to
come together in new ways during this time. We are excited to be coming back together in person
and looking forward to where the Holy Spirit will lead us in the years to come.

About the Episcopal Church
We Episcopalians believe in a loving, liberating, and life-giving God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
As constituent members of the Anglican Communion in the United States, we are descendants of
and partners with the Church of England and the Scottish
Episcopal Church, and are part of the third largest group of Christians in the world.
We believe in following the teachings of Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection saved the
world.
We have a legacy of inclusion, aspiring to tell and exemplify God’s love for every
human being; women and men serve as bishops, priests, and deacons in our church. Laypeople and
clergy cooperate as leaders at all levels of our church. Leadership is a gift from God, and can be expressed by all people in our church, regardless of sexual
identity or orientation.
We believe that God loves you – no exceptions.
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energy so many of you put into that work. At these moments, on these most holy days, however, I
am especially grateful for all of you and what you do to make St. John’s such an amazing parish to
belong to.
Thank you all so very much for making St. John’s the place it is!
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

The mission of
St. John’s Church
is to be a community of
Christians committed to
the care, nourishment and
spiritual growth of all.

May 2022
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday - 8:00am - 12:00pm
Worship Services
Sunday ~ 8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday ~ 9:30am Holy Eucharist
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