
 

  

Beloved, 
 

Stay Calm, Stay Connected, and Seek Opportunity. 

This was the name of a webinar hosted by the Consortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes that  

members of the finance team and I watched earlier this week. Don’t worry, I’m not going to talk to 

you right now about investing and endowments, I’m bringing it up because I felt the title of the  

webinar applied not just to finance committees but to the entire church. 

   We are in the midst of unprecedented times and that can certainly be scary. It is easy to give into 

this fear and uncertainty, it is easy to give in to panic. These things do not help though, they don’t 

even feel that good to do. In fact, they usually just make things worse. Staying calm, while not always 

easy, is vitally important through all this. Not just as CEEP was trying to convey to us for  

endowments and financial stability, but for physical, mental and emotional well-being. 

   Staying connected can seem really tough when we are hearing over and over again about social  

distancing and how we need to stay home. This past week our Presiding Bishop transitioned away 

from talking about social distancing and started talking about physical distancing. We need to remain 

apart physically, not socially though. We are fortunate to have incredible technology at our fingertips 

that will allow us to stay connected even when have to remain physically distant from one another.               

We have already started this at St. John’s.  

   Every night you can join us for compline on zoom or facebook and on Sundays we’re having  

Morning and Evening Prayer the same way. Throughout the week we’re having a number of meet-

ings take place on zoom. We have a bible study on Mondays at noon, an adult formation opportunity 

on Wednesday evenings and even two separate times to just log on and chat with one another. All the 

information on how you can stay connected with and through St. John’s in this way can be found else-

where in this newsletter. Please take advantage of these opportunities and stay connected with us and 

with God. If these things are unavailable to you for whatever reason give me or the office a call. Dust 

off your old Parish Directory and start making some phone calls or writing letters. Please however 

you do it find some way to stay connected in these coming weeks. 
          Continued on page 8 
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary are always  

welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: April 15th.  

The May Tower will be mailed on 

April 29th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Sue Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.  

Thank you for your understanding and we 

hope to see you soon!! 

April Anniversaries ~ Congratulations! 
 

Bob & Charlotte Morse ~ April 8, 1977 ~ 43 years  

Mars & Prudy Bishop ~ April 10, 1954 ~ 66 years  

Steve & Polly Danyla ~ April 10, 1999 ~ 21 years  

Peter & Deb Daniello ~ April 12, 2003 ~ 17 years  

Steve & Janice Primiano ~ April 12, 1986 ~ 34 years  

Frohman & Kim Anderson ~ April 20, 1991 ~ 29 years  

Jim Hummel & Wendy Smith ~ April 24, 1993 ~ 27 years 

Bob & Bobbi Wexler ~ April 28, 1979 ~ 41 years  
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COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP 

COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

CHURCH SCHOOL VIDEO LESSONS 
 

Until we can be together again in person on Sunday mornings, I’ll be preparing some brief lessons 

and activities you can do with your children in place of church school.  They’re short and use mate-

rials you should have readily available at home.  The videos will be available on the Facebook par-

ent page, as well as the St. John’s FB page. (The parent page is a closed group, so if you’re not a 

member and would like to be, please either click “Join” or send me a note and I’ll add you.) Each 

video will be posted in time for Sunday morning’s normal class time. 

 

YOUTH GROUP IS ON ZOOM! 
 

Youth group will continue to meet via video chat from 6:30 to 7:00 on Sunday evenings. You’ll need 

a phone, tablet, laptop, or computer with a webcam. You can download the Zoom app for free or log 

on from their website. Login information will be posted on the parent Facebook page and emailed/

texted to youth group members. 

Adopt-a-Garden 
 

If you’re looking for a wonderful family project for the summer, or just an easy way to grow some 

food for yourself and others we want you in the Open Hands Garden.  We are offering you the  

opportunity to ‘adopt’ one of our raised gardening beds behind the church for just $10!!  Imagine 

being able to have your own garden plot for the summer for just ten bucks!  All that we ask is that 

you give a portion of your harvest back to St. John’s so that we may share it with those less  

fortunate through TAP-IN.  You provide your own plants and gardening tools, and we will provide 

the water.  Call Dale at the church office at 245-4065 or email dale@stjohnsbarrington.org if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 
+ 

Stewardship 
In these uncertain times please be assured that St. John’s is still here for you and for our community. 

Our staff is in the office when they need to be and working from home when they can. We are  

coming up with ways to stay connected with one another and continue loving God and loving our 

neighbor together. We are able to continue ministering to this community because of your contin-

ued support. We want to thank everyone who has sent in checks they would have put in the  

collection plate over these past weeks or set up either automatic bank checks or credit card  

payments. If you are interested in learning more about electronic giving please give the office a call 

and Liz would be happy to talk with you about setting that up. Thank you once again for all your 

support allowing us to continue loving God and our neighbor at St. John’s. 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Daily Devotions 
 

If you are looking for a way to pray from home our Book of Common Prayer offers the following daily 

devotions for individuals and families. 
 

In the Morning 

Open my lips, O Lord, * 

    and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 

    and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence * 

    and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

Give me the joy of your saving help again * 

    and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

A Reading 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3 
 

A period of silence may follow. 
 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Collect 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle 

our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking 

of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 

In the Early Evening 

This devotion may be used before or after the evening meal. 

O gracious light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

A Reading 

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants, 

for Jesus' sake. For the same God who said, "Out of darkness let light 

shine," has caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation--the revelation of the glory 

of God in the face of Jesus Christ.     2 Corinthians 4:5-6 
 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Collect 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle 

our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking 

of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 

At the Close of Day 

Psalm 134 

Behold now, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, * 

    you that stand by night in the house of the LORD. 

Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the LORD; * 

    the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion. 
 

A Reading 

Lord, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your Name: Do not forsake us, O Lord our 

God.    Jeremiah 14:9,22 
 

The following may be said 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

    whom you have prepared for all the world to see; 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

    and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Prayers for ourselves and others may follow. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

The Collect 

Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell  

with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen. 

 

 

Weekly Online Schedule 
 

As long as we are unable to meet in person we will follow the following schedule to stay connected 

with one another. We will use Zoom for all of these, I would encourage you to download zoom on 

your computer, tablet, or phone so you can take part with us. There is also a call in option with no 

video capabilities required. Our worship (Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline) will also 

be streamed onto our facebook page and our website. 
 

Sunday: Morning Prayer with organ at 9:00am 

                Evening Prayer at 5:30pm 

                Compline at 8:45pm 

Monday: Zoom Bible Study at 12pm 

                 Compline at 8:45pm 

Tuesday: Coffee Hour on Zoom at 9am 

                 Compline at 8:45pm 

Wednesday: Pilgrim: A Course for the Christian Journey at 7pm 

                       Compline at 8:45pm 

Thursday: Happy Hour at 5pm 

                    Compline at 8:45pm 

Friday: Compline at 8:45pm 

Saturday: Compline at 8:45pm 
 

Our Monday lunch time Bible Study will be looking at the Gospel of Matthew. We will simply read 

a chapter and discuss it each week. The Wednesday evening program will be using a series the 

church put out a few years ago called Pilgrim: A Course for the Christian Journey, we will begin 

with the first session, Turning to Christ.  

If you would like you can purchase a book from Amazon or Church Publishing. You do not need to  

purchase the book, we can do this with only me having the book. 

Coffee Hour and Happy Hour will just be times to log onto zoom to chat. I'll leave it open for an 

hour and you can drop in or out as you please with the beverage or snack of your choice. 

If you would like to receive the zoom invitation to any of these offerings please reach out to  

Fr. Patrick. 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Easter Memorials  
Last week we mailed out the envelopes for Easter gifts to the Music, Altar Guild and Flower Guild 

funds. Normally these thanksgiving and memorial gifts are listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday.  

Realistically we will not be back in our building on Easter Sunday this year. Easter is a season though, 

not just one day. Our plan this year is to have a big celebration whenever we are able to worship in our 

building together again, whether it’s Easter Sunday, the third Sunday of Easter or Pentecost, whenever 

we get back we will celebrate. At this service we will print the list of thanksgivings and memorials  

coming from these envelopes. These gifts are not just covering the cost of these programs for Easter  

Sunday, rather they help to support these programs throughout the year. Thank you for your continued 

support of our music program, altar guild and flower guild at St. John’s. 

 

The Treasurers Report 
At the beginning of the month, as all the news outlets seemed to be coalescing on a single idea, that is, 

that there was a global health emergency that could potentially affect everyone everywhere and that it 

was deadly, it was hard to wrap my head around the whole concept: how big, how many, how long. 

Our regular group of Thursday knitters was meeting as usual, debating, discussing, opinionizing, 

catastrophizing and yes, laughing a lot, as we usually do, when Fr. Patrick came into the room. He told 

us that he cancelled all activities at the church except worship services and that we should  

consider postponing our knitting until this was over. Wow, now this was really real and it was really 

close.  A bit overwhelmed while driving home I began to focus my thoughts: what would God ask us to 

do; how would Jesus respond; what could we do to help the situation. Then it hit me: the question right 

now is not WE, but ME. WHAT CAN I DO now and the “we” can come later. 

As the brand new Treasurer of St. John’s, as in Treasurer for only 5 weeks, I can do 3 things: look at the 

financial side of our House and triage our current financial situation, assess our current and near term 

needs, and later catalogue the steps we took so if a crisis were to occur again, we have a playbook.All of 

the decision makers would need to work together including Fr. Patrick, the Vestry, the Finance Com-

mittee, and Liz Curran, our Business Manger. 

I’m happy to report , through lots of telephone calls, email, texting and the new face-time platform 

Zoom, where we can actually hold virtual meetings, (and, yes, Worship together, study together, and 

stay together) we have been able to check, and double check, that St. John’s is alright for the foreseeable 

future, thanks to a history of prudent financial practices. We have enough cash-on-hand to carry us into 

the summer and we’ll be moving funds from an investment savings account into our checking account 

on a monthly basis to ensure we can meet our obligations in a timely way as we always have. 

We do not plan any changes in the operating budget during the next several months, while we all see 

how the pandemic will play out.  However, we will review our financial situation each month and you 

will be informed of any changes.  And we encourage each of you to continue with your pledges – ex-

penses continue even when we cannot be present – and to join in one of the webcast services. 

When we get through this, and we will, it will have changed us and I for one am excited to see what that 

looks like. We’ll have come through this experience and we can look back at how well we managed, how 

to manage the next crisis and how to continue fulfilling our mission as a people of God during troubled 

times.                For now, remember who YOU are, who WE are, and that God calls us now to remember 

our mission. It isn’t just for sunny days but also for stormy days and troubled times.  

STAY CALM AND CARRY ON 

Susan L. Taylor 
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 
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Return  Service Requested 

April 2020 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Fax: 401-245-0518  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — 8:00  - Noon 
   

Worship Services  
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am and 5:30pm 
Wednesday: 9:30am 

   Finally, I don’t believe that God makes things like this happen to us. I don’t believe that God is up 

there pulling levers or strings directing our lives in this way. But I do believe that God is able to 

meet us and work with us in even the most unlikely places. In the past few weeks our entire world 

has been changed forever. As followers of Jesus Christ we are tasked with living lives marked by 

love. Love of God and love of neighbor. In these past weeks and in the coming days we will find 

new opportunities and new ways to share that love. 

I know it is difficult for all of us, but my prayer right now is that we are all able to stay calm, stay  

connected and seek opportunity. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Patrick+                                                       


