
 

  

Beloved, 

A season centered on waiting might seem a little unnecessary this year. You’ve heard from me on 

Sunday mornings about how tired I am of waiting for the pandemic way of life to be over, and I know 

I’m not alone in that. We’ve been waiting for a vaccine, now we’re waiting for a vaccine to be author-

ized, soon we’ll be waiting until we can receive that vaccine, and then after that we’ll still have to wait 

some more before returning to normal. With all this waiting who wants or needs a reminder from the 

church about waiting? 

 While we talk a lot about waiting during this season, and that is what we are doing, waiting to 

celebrate Christmas, waiting for the coming again of our Lord, there’s more to this season than simply 

waiting. We are not waiting for waiting’s sake, and we are not called to wait anxiously or nervously. 

In this waiting we are called into stillness and silence, we are called to step out of the regular hustle of 

our lives and rest in the peace of God. 

 Yes, we have all been waiting for the return to normal for too long now. I don’t know about 

you though, but I have not been waiting peacefully, I have not found solace and comfort from the 

stresses and anxieties of the world in the waiting I have been undertaking these past nine months. 

This waiting has instead increased those anxieties and fears. 

 Advent calls on us not just to wait, but in our waiting to step out of the ordinary in preparation 

of experiencing the extraordinary. This is especially important right now when our ordinary is 

fraught with uncertainty, fear, loss, and pain.  

 I know we are all tapped out right now so I am hesitant to try to add anything onto your 

plates. But what Advent offers is important, especially when we are this tapped out. We all need 

different things right now, and we all find peace in different ways so I don’t want to suggest any par-

ticular practice or discipline. If you would like advice about those things though, I am always happy 

to talk about them so just reach out and we can have that conversation. All I am going to ask is that 

you please find some way to take advantage of this season and step out of the ordinary stress and 

anxiety that surrounds us so that you may rest in the extraordinary peace of God.  

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Patrick+                                                       
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary  

are always welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: December 17th.  

The December Tower will be mailed on 

December 30th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.   

Thank you for your understanding  

and we hope to see you soon! 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
  

WARM FUZZIES 
 

Help our less fortunate friends stay warm this winter! In honor of St. Nicholas Day this year, the 

youth group will be collecting socks, mittens, gloves, and hand warmers. On Sunday, December 6th 

from 11:00 to 1:00, members of the youth group will be accepting drive-through donations in the St. 

John's parking lot. They are requesting men's socks (especially white), mittens and gloves of all siz-

es, and pocket hand-warmers. Items will be distributed to various local agencies, including the 

Good Neighbors Soup Kitchen, Emmanuel House, and the Women's Resource Center. Thanks in ad-

vance for your generosity! 

 

 

Hi everyone, and Happy Advent! 
 

I'm writing about our upcoming Epiphany liturgy. Since we are unable to have a traditional pageant 

this year, our confirmation class/youth group is producing a new virtual worship service. We will be 

recording outside at St. John's on Sunday, December 13th, beginning at 11:00. Masks are required! 

We have hand sanitizer and wipes, and we will be social distancing. 
 

Participation is required for confirmation class kids, but let me know if you/they can't make it on the 

13th.There is a reading for each participant; if you'd like them ahead of time to practice, I'll be happy 

to send them along. I promise this won't be painful! 
 

If everyone shows up, we should be done by 12:30, possibly sooner. I'm really excited about this 

project. Please let me know asap if you/your kids can come. 
 

Thank you so much! 

Heather 
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

John’s Meals 
 

     Thirty years ago, The Reverend John Crenson, assistant rector of St. John's, saw a need in the 

community.  Some people on the list of participants in the RI Meals on Wheels Program needed a 

meal on the weekend.  As a result, the members of our Outreach Commission united with St. 

Mark's Church in Riverside - now united with St. Matthew's & Mark in Barrington.  We feed shut 

ins who live in Barrington and Riverside who receive meals during the week. Each church provides 

meals for six weeks, thus each volunteer would work as little as one Saturday morning every 

twelve weeks.   

     The kitchen staff consists of two cooks.  The delivery team consists of two drivers and one or two 

riders.  There are also opportunities for volunteers to provide desserts, and either fruit salad or 

soup depending on the season.  We also try to provide a meal for delivery on Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  Meals consist of a meat, potato or rice, salad/or soup, roll, a vegetable and  

dessert.  Each meal is generally ample to provide for Saturday and Sunday.  

     John's Meals would like the members of the church to participate in our meal program, either as 

a volunteer to prepare and deliver meals, or to reach out to others in the community to increase 

awareness of the program to benefit those in need. 

     In closing, I would like to include two experiences I had during my delivery days.  One day we 

delivered a meal, and once back in the car we realized we had delivered a full meal and dessert to 

this house.  She was supposed to receive a meal excluding dessert as she was a person with diabe-

tes.  We rushed into the house and saw the woman sitting there with an ear to ear grin.  She had 

eaten both chocolate brownies.   

     The other experience occurred when I was talking to the son of one of our long, long time recipi-

ents.  He stated that he was gratefully donating five dollars a week because it freed him up to visit 

at his leisure. 

     Drivers are constantly in need.  Remember, just one Saturday morning, two hours, and two  

gallons of gas every week.             

 Peter Kanarian 

     Please contact Dale at the church office to volunteer.   
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Transitions 
 

 December Anniversaries ~ Congratulations! 
Rob & Ginger Dreier ~ December 4, 1999 ~ 21 years 

Stephen & Kerri Payne ~ December 27, 1997 ~ 23 years 

Mary & Richard Glenn ~ December 30, 1965 ~ 55 years 
 

Christmas Week 
 

This Christmas is going to be different than what we’re used to. I doubt this is a surprise for anyone. 

As of writing this we do not have set plans yet since we are not entirely sure what will and won’t be 

possible. The working plan right now is on Christmas Eve to have a prayer service on the front lawn 

every hour on the hour from 4-7pm that will last no more than twenty five minutes. This service will 

consist of prayers, a Christmas homily, and prerecorded Christmas hymns put together by our 

Choir members and newly formed Handbell Choir. If you will be attending masks will be required 

and you will need to remain physically distanced from anyone not in your household. On Christmas 

Morning there will be an online service at 10am. Though we will be celebrating differently than how 

we’re used to and how we would like to, we will still celebrate not just the birth of Christ so long 

ago and but also how he continues to be born in our hearts anew. 



 

6 

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

“Christmas Was Here” 
 

 
 
 

As I lit the tree in the church square there 
Christmas, oh Christmas will soon be here 
Holly wreaths adorned the ancient oak doors 
Pretty as a picture, who could ask for more? 

 

A blanket of snow covered the ground 
Hung from the roof tops and all around 
The crunch of the snow beneath my cold feet 
Seemed to mark time with the choir’s beat 

 

Chorus: 
Christmas, oh Christmas will soon be here 
From the farms in the highlands to the church in the square 
And oh, won’t it be the merriest of times 
When there’s peace in our hearts and carols that rhyme? 

 

As I lit each candle the stained glass did glow 
I could hear the horses in the stable below 
Christmas, oh Christmas will soon be here 
As the church-goers in their finest began to appear 
So, grabbed at the rope for to ring the church bells 
To herald the choir and the Book of Kells 
The voices they thundered out into the square 
Bounced off the stars in the frosty night air 

 

[Repeat Chorus] 
 

And when all was sung and prayed complete 
I doused the lights and made for the street 
But I left the tree in the church square there 
To remind everyone that Christmas was here 

 

[Repeat Chorus] 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2019 David M. Murray.  All rights reserved.  
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 
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Barrington, RI 
 

Return  Service Requested 

December 2020 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Fax: 401-245-0518  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — Closed 
   

Worship Services  
See Calendar 

 

Have a safe and happy holiday season! 


