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Beloved,
As we are entering this season of Advent it makes sense that our minds and hearts are drawn to
Christmas. Even if we were not in the church we’d be experiencing this as the world around us has
already begun to celebrate Christmas once the Thanksgiving dishes were cleaned up. Breaking that
normal pull, I am finding my thoughts drawn to this upcoming Easter. Now to be fair, I’m not
thinking about Holy Week or Easter services, but I’m thinking about the planned trip to Israel we are
offering this upcoming Easter Season from April 26-May 5.
This is partly because we just received updated flyers not too long ago (these are available in
the main hallway by the Mead Gallery plaque). My thoughts are also drawn to this trip because
while April might seem far away as we are just approaching winter, but in terms of signing up for
this trip it is not actually that far off.
If you’ve been following along since we began talking about this trip you know that it has
been delayed twice now. We originally planned on going in April of last year, and then it was moved
to November of last year, and now it has (hopefully) settled on this upcoming April. As we get closer
to April if it does not seem safe to travel, or we are unable to travel to Israel, we will once again look
at postponing the trip again.
A decade ago I was able to take a trip to Israel and participate in one of the pilgrimage courses
offered by St. George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem. I cannot tell you how much this trip enriched my faith
life. If you are able to do so I highly recommend joining us on this trip. If you would like to learn
more about the trip or have any questions you’d like to ask about it we will have a presentation and
Q&A for the trip on Sunday, December 12th following the 10am service. If you are unable to join us
for that I am happy to meet individually or talk on the phone, please just reach out to let me know.
Once again, I cannot commend this trip enough to you. Being in the places we read about in
scripture, walking in the places where Jesus walked has brought my faith alive in ways I couldn’t
have imagined. I hope you will consider joining us on this life changing trip.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary
are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: December 15th.
The January Tower will be mailed on
December 29th.
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Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Children and Youth Ministries News
Church School Schedule
Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 am
Regular class: December 5
Regular class: December 12
Regular class: December 19
NO CLASS December 26
Youth Group Happenings
Youth group: December 5
Youth group: December 12
Bake sale: December 12
Lasalette trip: December 15
Youth group: December 19
NO MEETING December 26
Youth Group Bake Sale
The youth group will be selling baked goods in Field Hall following both services on Sunday, December 12th. Proceeds will benefit building projects and property improvements at the Episcopal
Conference Center (ECC). Please come and support our camp and campers!

Annual Lasalette Outing
All youth group members are invited to join us on Wednesday, December 15th to check out the festival of lights – and fried dough! – at Lasalette Shrine (947 Park Street, Attleboro). Those interested
should meet outside the gift shop at 6:30.

Save the Date: Pageant
Our Epiphany pageant will be held on Sunday, January 9th at 5:30. Stay tuned for details about rehearsal and how you can get involved!
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Christmas Dinner
We were able to deliver 4 Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets to 4 of our neighbors in need. Because of a
generous donation we are able to add 4 more families to our list. We are now taking
donations of stuffing mix, gravy (either in jars or packets), instant mashed potatoes, canned cranberry sauce and canned vegetables. If you would like to make a donation please drop them off to Dale
in the Parish office between 9:00am and 2:00pm Monday through Thursday.
Thank you and Merry Christmas to those of you who helped for Thanksgiving and to all who will
help for
Christmas.

Trivia
Please join us for Trivia with Catherine online on Sunday, December 19th at 7:00pm. It’s
always a great time!

The Mitten Line
The time is here.….The MITTEN LINE is up and ready to receive items!! So, when you are out
shopping pick up a pair or two to put on the line. We are aiming for 100 Pairs of new or hand knit
items. Mittens, scarves, hats are all welcome. Please remember all items must be new, for all ages,
all sizes, any color, just so they will warm hands and heads. Please clip them to the line in Field Hall
which will be taken down right after Christmas with items to be delivered to the Women’s Resource
Center.
Happy Shopping!
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION

Christmas Week Services
Mark your calendars and make sure to join us for one or more of our many services planned
for the week of Christmas this year.
Friday, December 24th: 12 Noon – Holy Eucharist
4:00pm – Gathering Eucharist
6:00 pm – Festival Eucharist
10:00 pm – Festival Eucharist
Sunday, December 25th: Christmas Day ONE SERVICE ONLY
9:00 am – Holy Eucharist

Transitions
December Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Rob & Ginger Dreier ~ December 4, 1999 ~ 20 years
Stephen & Kerri Payne ~ December 27, 1997 ~ 22 years
Mary & Richard Glenn ~ December 30, 1965 ~ 54 years
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

December 2021
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday - 8:00am - 12:00pm
Worship Services
Sunday ~ 8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday ~ 9:30am Holy Eucharist
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