
 

  

Beloved, 
 

Over the past year as we have been living through this pandemic and adapting our lives in order to 

protect ourselves and our neighbors the importance of connection has become especially pronounced. 

The promise we are given in St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans that nothing will separate us from the 

Love of God has been a touchstone for many of us as we have struggled with being physically  

separated from our loved ones. Knowing that our connection to God, and through that to one another, 

is stronger than anything else, and that nothing will separate us from that love that binds us together 

has carried me through the darkest times of this pandemic. With the importance of these connections, 

both with God and with one another, in mind for Lent this year we have put together a series of  

conversations around the topics of connectedness and community. The format we’ll be using comes 

from the Living Room Conversation organization, you can find information about them at  

livingroomconversations.org. We will gather together on Zoom on Wednesday evenings during Lent 

from 6:30-8:00. Each of these conversations will stand on their own, so while I would encourage you 

to join us for all of them, you can attend as you are able. 

Our schedule for these conversations will be: 

February 24rd- Unity 

March 3rd- Hope 

March 10th- What is Essential 

March 17th- The Search for Purpose 

March 24th- Fellowship & Friendship 

March 31st- Weave the Social Fabric 

As we journey through Lent together I look forward to exploring not just our individual places in the 

community of St. John’s but also the where and how St. John’s can fit into and benefit our greater 

community. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Patrick+                                                       
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary  

are always welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: February17th.  

The March will be mailed on 

February 25th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.   

Thank you for your understanding  

and we hope to see you soon! 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
  

WARM FUZZIES 
 

MANY thanks to all who donated warm things to the youth group's Warm Fuzzy drive on St. Nich-

olas Day! We collected OVER 650 ITEMS for those in need, and we are so grateful for your generosi-

ty!  Items will be distributed among the Good Neighbors soup kitchen in Riverside, Emmanuel 

House in Providence, and the Women's Resource Center in Warren. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS 
 

For information on any of our programs or special events, please contact Heather Annis at han-

nis618@gmail.com or 419-3764.    

 

 

 

February Calendar 
Church school videos February 7, 14, 21, 28 

Church school on Zoom Feb 21 at 11:30 am   

Youth group online Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 

Confirmation class online January 13 at 7 pm  

 

Shrove Tuesday TBA  Feb. 16 
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

Our 2020 Successful Mail In Giving Tree Campaign 
 

Under challenging circumstances that we all have faced this past year, once again the parishioners 

of St. John’s answered the call to help those in need. 

I wasn’t sure how this would all come together with such a small window of time to complete the 

requests but everything just seemed to fall into place. 

Our contributions to Foster Forward totaled $2,165.00 exceeding any amount we have ever given 

them.  The agency was overjoyed with the generosity of these much needed funds to help fulfill the 

needs of the teens in foster care. 

The Women’s Resource Center was also extremely grateful for our collection of gift cards.  The total 

amount of all the cards was $1,585.00.  We had an amazing variety of donated cards.  They were 

distributed to each family’s assigned case worker who in turn took the Mom to get the needs of her 

family and to assure they would have enough food for their holiday meal and then some. 

I am so thankful for each and every one of you who made this Christmas a much better one for so 

many of those less fortunate than we are. 
 

God Bless you all, stay safe and a Very Happy and healthy New Year. 

Judy Tavares 

 

 

Loaves & Fishes RI 
 

Unfortunately we can’t meet in Field Hall and make sandwiches together and we can’t take the 

truck to Greene St. in Providence to help our friends in need but we still have a way to help.  For 

the last few months we have been going to BJ’S and filling the car with water, juice boxes, frozen 

meals (Jimmy Dean sausage biscuits, egg sandwiches, etc.), apples, oranges, bananas hand and foot 

warmers, socks and small toiletries and delivering everything to either Crossroads or Emmanuel 

House in Providence.  So even in this time of trouble there is a way we can make a difference.  If 

you would like to help out, a donation of hand or foot warmers, socks (men’s white), small toilet-

ries (tooth brushes, toothpaste deodorant, etc.) or a monetary  

donation to purchase food at BJ’S would help us immensely .  Hopefully our next run will be dur-

ing the first or second week of February so if you would like to help please leave your donations in 

the kitchen and I will pick them up.  Thank you so much for your support in the past and I am 

looking forward to making sandwiches and loading the truck in the future! 
 

Best, 

Dale West 
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC 

From the Director of Music Programs' Desk: 
 

The snow is snowing, the wind is blowing 

But I can weather the storm 

What do I care how much it may storm 

I've got the Choir to keep me warm…. 

So the song goes…..Has Covid got you down? You can’t go out.  You’re stuck at home.  

Join Saint John's choir from the comfort of your own home! Yes! That's right! From the comfort of 

your own home!  The Director of Music Programs is seeking singers for Holy Week and Easter  

music to perform virtually. All you have to do is sit in your most comfortable armchair,  get your 

cell phone, hit “Record” and sing…..You don’t even have to put a scarf or boots on….it’s as easy as 

that….and no schlepping to and from rehearsal at night in the cold!  

If you are interested, please email me at  JTStottRI@gmail.com , or Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org 
  

 Oh, the bells, bells, bells! 
The In Principio Ringers of St. John’s was a big success. I am planning on having the Ringers partici-

pate in two Anthems/Hymns for Easter. It’s really easy and fun!  The rehearsals/ recording will be in 

person, following DOH guidelines for Covid.  We already have four members and growing, so join 

today! Those interested, please email me at JTStottRI@gmail.com or Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org  
  

St. John’s Lectio Musica Series 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR :   

Spring 2021, The  Director of Music Programs will be presenting a series of lecture/recitals: Lectio 

Musica. These lectures cum concerts will explore various unconventional musical topics via Zoom, 

for your viewing pleasure. 

·       April 30  Lectio Musica Series I:   

o   Domus Mea, Sacred Domestic Music 

A survey of domestic sacred music performed in homes of Europe and America from the Middle 

Ages to the 19th/ early 20th centuries. 

·       May 30  be Lectio Musica Series II: The Blind Shall See, Music of Blind Organists 

This lecture/concert will feature organ music of  Paumann, Cabanilles, Cabezon, Stanley and others. 
  

Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s 
COBSJ will be resuming their virtual concerts  

February 21  

Featuring works by Beethoven, Bartok and Bolling 

April 18 

Works by Smetana, Berstein, Vivaldi 

mailto:JTStottRI@gmail.com
mailto:Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org
mailto:JTStottRI@gmail.com
mailto:Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Bless This House 
 

One of the lesser utilized pieces of our tradition that I love is our practice of blessing homes. We 

have two forms of doing this, a thorough service where we process from room to room and end 

with Eucharist in the living room and a brief service around the Feast of the Epiphany with the al-

lowance of chalking the door. Chalking the door is a practice of the church where we bless chalk and 

then mark the door frame with: 20 + C + M + B + 21. The numbers on the ends make up the calendar 

year and the letters within them have two meanings. First, connecting it to the Feast of the Epiphany 

the traditional names of the magi are Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. They also, however, stand for 

the Latin phrase Christus Mansionem Benedicat, or in English: May Christ bless this home. 

Since arriving back at St. John’s as your Rector I’ve had the fortune to celebrate two blessings of 

homes, the fuller service culminating in sharing the Eucharist in the living room, bringing the grand 

total of these services I’ve presided at to two. Once things return to normal, I am always happy to 

discuss the possibility of holding this service in your home. We have not in my two years, however, 

had any of the Epiphany home blessings. This service, being shorter and not specifying being in any 

particular room is much more versatile for the times we find ourselves in. 

Up until February 16th, as Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, on February 17th, I am available if you 

would like to have your home blessed. Everything will take place outdoors, and the chalking of the 

door is optional. We may even be able to work out an option on Zoom if you are interested but un-

comfortable even with an outdoor service. This past year has really stressed to us how important 

our homes are and I think this tradition sheds a little more light into this dark seeming world. As 

our homes have become even more our sanctuaries from the vicissitudes of the world this practice 

of asking Christ to be present and bless these homes seems even more important. 

If you have any interest in having your home blessed in this season following the Epiphany please 

be in touch with me, you can call me at the office, 401-245-4065 or email me at  

patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org. 

mailto:patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Transitions 
 

 January Anniversaries ~ Congratulations! 
Colin & Allison Mercer ~ January 5, 1985 ~ 36 years 

Albert & Marion Colella ~ January 18, 1986 ~ 35 years 

Mike & Nancy Morrissette ~ January 25, 1997 ~ 24 years 

 

February Anniversaries ~ Congratulations! 

Jim & Debby Miller ~ February 4, 2012 ~ 9 years 

Kris & Terry Chwalk ~ February 6,  1971~ 50 years 

Bob & Pam Faulkner ~ February 8, 1964 ~ 57 years 

Joe & Laura Browne~ February 14, 1987 ~ 34 years 

 

The Life Eternal 
Claudia Scott ~ January 2, 2021 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

On February 17th we will begin Lent with Ash Wednesday. This year we will once again offer the 

Drive-Thru Ashes to Go, but in a modified way. Instead of receiving ashes on your forehead to keep 

physically distant from one another we will be distributing a small card that has been marked with 

ashes. Our Drive-Thru Ashes will be offered from 7-9am that morning. In the evening we will have a 

service for Ash Wednesday that will be streamed on Zoom, this service will be done in conjunction 

with Saints Matthew & Mark and will begin at 7pm.  
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 

Presorted Standard 
U.S. Postage  

Paid 
Permit No. 3 

Barrington, RI 
 

Return  Service Requested 

February 2021 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — Closed 
   

Worship Services  
See Calendar 


