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Beloved,
I don’t know about you all, but I am exhausted. I have to say, I am very thankful for this exhaustion
though. After a year and a half of being worn out by worry and isolation I know am getting back to
being worn out because I have too much going on. As I’m writing this the past four days have
included for me: a family wedding in New Hampshire, the retirement party for Chief DeCrescenzo, a
birthday party for one of Jackson’s friends, and a family cookout because my brother and his family
are up visiting from Tennessee. While I’m definitely glad to see everyone and be able to do everything once again, I don’t know if I’m actually ready for this much activity.
After what we’ve all just been through, however, I will gladly take that exhaustion. I will gladly
over extend and commit myself to make up on lost time. In our book group reading and discussing
the book Being Disciples by Rowan Williams someone brought up how a common theme running
through this book and the last that we discussed, Being Christian, is the importance of community in
our lives. Our faith tells us that community is not just important for our enjoyment but that it is integral for our flourishing as human beings. Being a Trinitarian faith we believe that at God’s core God
is made up of community and we were created in God’s image, to me that means we were created for
community. This past year has taught us all just how true that is.
As our world continues to open back up and return to what we knew I encourage you all to
reengage with us here at St. John’s. We are back to our usual summer Sunday schedule, we have a
number of opportunities for formation and fellowship throughout the week, and there are plenty of
ways to plug back in. I also want to encourage you all to consider becoming a little more involved.
There are plenty of ways to be more involved with our liturgy, we’re always looking for ushers,
readers, intercessors, choir members, chalice bearers, and people to help with the Altar and Flower
Guilds.
We were created for community, we thrive and flourish in community. The community at St. John’s
is here for you, but more than that the community at St. John’s needs you. I am so glad things are finally opening back up and I look forward to seeing and reconnecting with you all.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary
are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: July 156th.
The August Tower will be mailed on
July 28th.
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Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Children and Youth Ministries News
Awful Good Time
Hey youth groupers - we've missed you an awful lot! Come share an Awful Awful with us this
summer! Join us at Newport Creamery on Monday, July 19th at 1:00. The first 10 kids to show up get
their Awful Awfuls free!
Confirmation class schedule:
Please put the following dates on your calendar.
Wed., Sept 15
Wed., Sept. 29
Wed. Oct. 13
Wed., Nov. 10
All sessions will be from 6-8 pm.

COMMISSION ON MUSIC

Hello Parishioners!
I hope you are all staying cool and having lots of ice cream! It's great to get back to some semblance
of "normal"....
Come Autumn, choir will be back in full swing (or is it full "sing"??) again. If you are interested in
singing in the choir, please see me or contact me: Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org. We are ALWAYS
looking for new singers!!! Stay well!!!
Here are some upcoming events, so mark them on your calendar and spread the word:
Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John's will be performing on the following dates:
09/19/21 at 3:00 pm
Concert featuring works by Gounod and Stravinski's L'Histoire du Soldat
11/07/21 at 3:00 pm
Performance featuring works by Part, Barber, and Massacagni's beloved "Intermezzo" from the
Cavaleria Rusticana

3

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
St. John’s Softball Team
Did you know that there is an interfaith softball league in Barrington? Games are from late June
through August and usually only one game a week. They will all be held at Bicknell Field at
6:00pm. If you are interested in joining the team or joining the fans watching the game please talk
with Fr. Patrick. The schedule is as follows:
July 15th ~ Thursday: St. John’s vs Team Unaffiliated
July 22nd ~ Thursday: St. John’s vs Barrington Congregational
July 29th ~ Thursday: St. John’s vs St. Luke’s
August 2nd: Monday: St. John’s vs Temple Habonim
August 10th ~ Tuesday: St. John’s vs St. James
August 16th ~ Monday: St. John’s vs Team Unaffiliated
August 23rd ~ Monday: St. John’s vs Barrington Congregational
September 2nd ~ Thursday: St. John’s vs St. Luke’s
Please come out and cheer us on!!

Transitions
July Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Ed & Deb Renaud ~ July 2, 2003 ~ 18 years
Dan & Susan Koelliker ~ July 6, 1985 ~ 36 years
Paul & Donna Nicholson ~ July 11, 1970 ~ 51 years
Jeffrey & Dianne Silva ~ July 11, 1981 ~ 40 years
Jeff & Chris Barton ~ July 14, 1990 ~ 31 years
Ron & Nancy Kirkpatrick ~ July 15, 1956 ~ 65 years
Anthony & Beth Rondeau ~ July 17, 1998 ~ 23 years
Alan & Wendy Sheridan ~ July 20, 2002 ~ 19 years
Rik & Kelly Deering ~ July 25, 1998 ~ 23 years
Richard & Nancy Silva ~ July 28, 1973 ~ 48 years
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
St. John’s is Growing More Beautiful!
Well, you might think that Mr. Green Jeans just dropped out of the sky here at St. John’s. It’s been
quite a summer for our gardens. I’m sure you have seen our beautiful new rose garden hill on the
northwest corner of the church, where we’ve planted nine “Sunny” Knock Out® Rose bushes.
These are a fairly- common variety, but what makes them so special is that they bloom continuously, all summer long.
Knock Out® Roses have the most flower power of any shrub on the market. No other flowering
shrub blooms as long or as often! This rose is one of the most fragrant members of the family,
with a delightful scent of citrus. It has bright yellow flowers that fade quickly to a pastel cream
color. The yellow color stays more intense during cooler times of the year, so you can even tell the
weather by these babies!
We are making plans to remove the overgrown, former flower garden, located in front of our garden tool shed, by the Helping Hands Garden, which, by the way, is teeming with beautiful veggies. But, before we plow it under and plant grass, we’ve been busy relocating some of the plants.
We planted a very nice hydrangea in front of the school to replace a dead something-or-other.

A big colorful addition to our side door, and rescued from the flower garden, is a beautiful, large
rose bush (variety unknown), but with bold red blooms. We had to make room for this beauty, so
we moved the Climbing Hydrangea that was making its way up our trellis to the left of Encore’s
door. There it will beautify the metal railing and the awning covering Encore’s stairs. It will
perform better in a semi-shaded location and the roses will love their new home on the trellis.
They’re such showoffs!
We have limited sunny areas for at least two more rose bushes, which will enhance our walkway
to the office door. With some recent pruning and future care and feeding, these and our existing
rose bushes should do well in their new home.
We’ve also been the benefactor of three nice Spirea bushes. Once Spirea has been cut back, it will
re-sprout with a vengeance, so watch for this flowering shrubs’ delicate lacy pink/mauve flowers
and a showy fall display. Spirea is a low-maintenance plant, and its flowers attracts butterflies
and other insect pollinators. Our new plants are located at the corner of Field Hall and County
Road.
We have also updated our sprinkler system and several outside water faucets to ensure our new
roses, new grass, bushes, and gardens get the care they deserve.
We are fortunate, here at St. John’s, to have such beautiful gardens and walkways. Please consider giving us a hand to maintain them. It’s a monumental task and while we do have an outsourced “landscaper,” Joe Parker (Reliable Landscaping) is focused on our lawns and walkways.
Basically, that means we do not have a landscaper, but the bushes and flowers don’t know that…
and neither do the WEEDS! So, for whatever time you can lend to help us maintain our beautiful
grounds will be greatly appreciated and I think Fr. Patrick might be willing to swap you some
weeding time for some prayers? Good deal, huh?
David Murray
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Lobster Roll Fridays are Back!
Our ever popular Lobster Roll Fridays have returned! Every Friday evening this summer, from
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. John’s will be selling Lobster Roll dinners that will include: a large lobster roll,
chips, and a bottled water for $20. Please reserve your lobster roll by calling 245-4065 or email
dale@stjohnsbarrington before noon on Wednesday’s. This is a St. John’s project to raise money for
all of our ministries…so we need volunteers to do their part. We are coordinating an effort to have
2 or 3 people to ‘work the sale’ each Friday. This is a great fundraiser so if you’d like to volunteer
please call Dale at 245-4065 or email dale@stjohnsbarrington.org to help out. Please get the word
out that the Lobster Rolls are back and call to volunteer your help!

Parish Office Closed
The parish office will be closed on Monday, July 5th in observance of July 4th.
Have a wonderful weekend!

Compline
Compline will no longer be said every night. For the summer Compline will be offered on Wednesdays in person at St. John's in the Memorial Garden and on Thursday evenings on Zoom, the time
will remain 8pm for each of these nights.

Celebration of Life
A Celebration of Richard and June Peters Life
SATURDAY, JULY 24 AT 10:00 AM
Please join us as we hold a full service for June at St John's followed by an interment of Richard and
June. We will end things with a celebration of life for Richard and June at the Massasoit Village
Beach Association at the end of Puritan Dr. just the way they would want it.
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

July 2021
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Summer Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 2:00pm
Friday - Closed
Worship Services
9:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
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