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Beloved,
On the weekend of Pentecost, Sunday May 31st, houses of worship in Rhode Island were given
permission to start offering in person worship services again as long as a number of precautions are
taken and restrictions followed. We did not resume in person worship on this day and as I am writing
this we do not have a concrete plan as to when we will do so.
Before I go any further please know that I miss you all dearly and I am anxiously awaiting to open
our building and be with you all in person again. The Vestry and Staff share those feelings as well, we
all want to return to normal, or as close as we can come, sooner rather than later.
We do not, however, want to do this too soon. A number of sources are showing that in person
worship services, and really any prolonged group activities, are high risk for spreading infection.
Stories abound of different houses of worship around the world resuming in person worship and the
following spike in infections that follows in that community. As much as we want to get back together
we do not want to end up in that spot.
The Vestry, Staff and I will continue to think through and plan out the best and safest way to resume
in person worship, but we will not do that until we are confident we can do so safely.
With that being said I think we need to point out an important distinction. We’ve been hearing talks
about Churches reopening on Pentecost weekend. That is not the case. We never closed, we are still
open. What happened on Pentecost was that in person worship resumed, Churches did not reopen.
There are plenty of opportunities throughout the week for worship, formation and fellowship. We do
Compline every night at 8:45 and have Morning Prayer at 9am on Sundays and Evening Prayer at
5:30pm. On Mondays at noon a group of us meets to discuss the Gospel of Matthew and on
Wednesdays at 7pm another group meets to discuss the Lord’s Prayer. On Tuesdays from 9am to
10am we have a parish coffee hour and on Thursdays from 5-6pm a happy hour. We definitely are
still open. If you haven’t joined us for any of these I encourage you to do so. If you have any questions
about it please reach out to me either at 401-316-1692 or patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org.
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June Anniversaries ~ Congratulations
Davis & Robin Dewey ~ June 2, 1979 ~ 41 years
Bob & Deb Bostian ~ June 6, 1970 ~ 50 years
David & Diane Neville ~ June 8, 1991 ~29years
Scott & Kristyn Whitney ~ June 9, 2000 ~ 20 years
David & Linda Bainer ~ June 10, 1967 ~ 53 years
Jim & Beth Holmes ~ June 11, 1988 ~ 32 years
Ben & Becky Chwalk ~ June 12, 2004 ~ 16 years
Ned & Debby Barton ~ June 13, 1970 ~ 50 years
John & Julie Vanier ~ June 13, 1992 ~ 29 years
Bob & Carol Boyden ~ June 20, 1959 ~ 61 years
John & Elinor Rosevear ~ June 20, 1964 ~ 56 years
Tom & Felice Billups ~ June 21, 1980 ~ 40 years
Sandy & Dotty McCulloch ~ June 24, 1950 ~ 70 years
Richard & Cheri King ~ June 25, 1988 ~ 32 years
Frank & Jayne Nightingale ~ June 26, 1965 ~ 55 years
Bill & Cindy Wall ~ June 28, 1986 ~ 34 years
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Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
GRATITUDE AND CONGRATULATIONS!
Sunday, May 31st was to be our annual celebration honoring our church school teachers, youth
leaders, and graduating seniors. While I will be unable to drag these embarrassed people up to the
altar rail in front of the congregation, I would like to acknowledge their contributions to our
programs and to the strange year that this has become.
To our church school teachers and assistants, Jen Oullette, Cindy Isherwood, Eva Dupre, and Grace
Rakeman, for showing up week after week to spend time with our youngest students in the classroom and in the children's chapel.
To our youth leaders, Wendy Foley, Pat Anderson, Mark Heffner, Jay Billinglsey, Dan DuBois, and
Charlotte Tracy: I'm not sure that most parishioners know just how much time and energy you put
into getting to know our middle school and high school kids, or your commitment to keeping them
engaged, happy, and safe.
To the class of 2020: Andrew Barton, Lock Billingsley, Eva Dupre, Douglas Perron, Anna Wilkerson,
Britta Wilkerson, Nathan Oullette, Sarah Hughes, Eli Kelley, Lucas Johnson, Nate Camera,
Dan Geoghegan, Grace Faulkner. Whether you are off to college, trade school, the military, taking a
gap year, or joining the workforce, know that we are so very proud of you! We can't wait to hear all
about your next adventure. Wherever that takes you, always remember: God loves you and so do
we!
Many thanks to everyone who has supported children and youth ministries over the past school
year, from dunk tanks to Zoom gatherings!
Heather Annis
Children & Youth Ministry Director

COMMISSION ON MUSIC
This Land is Your Land..... American Landscapes....
Take a journey from the great plains, to the Adirondacks, to Narragansett Bay in this concert of
piano music by American composers. Works by Nevin, Sullivan, MacDowell, Paine, Foote, and
others, are played by Jacob Stott, piano. June 14, 2020 at 7:30pm.
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As I said, we will resume in person worship when we are confident we can do so safely. Until then
know that even though our building may not be accessible we are still open and we miss you
dearly.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

June 2020
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Fax: 401-245-0518
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 2:00pm
Friday — Closed
Worship Services
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am and 5:30pm
Wednesday: 9:30am
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