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June 2021

Beloved,
Toward the end of May we celebrated Pentecost together, remembering the Holy Spirit coming upon
the disciples and sending them out into the world to share the Gospel. Around this same time we began to regather in our beloved church after over a year of being away from it. The irony was not lost
on me that as we were celebrating God’s Spirit sending the disciples out into the world we were also
celebrating coming back out of the world into St. John’s. And as we regathered in the church we received more reason to celebrate as vaccination rates rose and restrictions fell away allowing us more
and more to return to normal.
We are now at a point where normal is not only a distant hope but a reality thanks to the vaccinations
developed over the past year. At St. John’s rather than just jumping back to what we knew and miss
so dearly I decided, with the support of the Vestry, that we would ease back in. The reason for going
a little slower with this transition is in order to ensure that St. John’s remains a welcoming and safe
place for everyone. We recognize that not everyone has had the opportunity to receive the vaccination yet as well as there being uncertainty around the efficacy of the vaccines for people with compromised immune systems. With these groups in mind, and in consultation with a friend of mine who is
also a former parishioner and an epidemiologist working for the CDC, we decided to continue to require masks and distancing for our indoor services until the vaccination rate for the state reaches sixty percent. At that point we will drop the mask and distancing requirements within the church.
I can’t tell you all just how excited I am that we are at this point. In that excitement though I want to
remind everyone that we are not completely done with this pandemic yet and that we have a responsibility to those members of this parish family that are still at risk to make this a safe and welcoming
place. We are still moving forward though and coming back together.
Starting this month we will return to our summer worship schedule, Holy Eucharist on Sundays at
9am in the church (this will be streamed online) and 5:30pm in Memorial Garden when we’re able
and in the church when the weather doesn’t cooperate. Compline will be on Wednesdays in person
in the Memorial Garden and on Thursday evenings on Zoom. Our formation opportunities and fellowship times have all opted to remain on Zoom for the time being and will continue as they have
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary
are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: June 16th.
The July Tower will be mailed on
June 29th.

2

Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Children and Youth Ministries News
Youth Calendar
Food drive June 6th at 10:00 - Church
Sweet Summer S'more Drive
Camp is back! The youth group is collecting s'more materials to supply ECC for the summer.
Our goal:
150 Hershey chocolate bars (1.55 oz preferred)
20 bags of marshmallows
20 boxes of regular graham crackers
Donations can be dropped off in the church parking lot on Sunday, June 6th from 10:00 to 10:45.

COMMISSION ON MUSIC

COBSJ Concert
Hello parishioners! I hope you are winding up for summer!
On June 6th, at 3:00 p.m., the Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St John's will be presenting a
concert featuring the works of Vivaldi, Mendelssohn, Rosaro and Maurer.
The concert will be virtual, and may be accessed by going to the Orchestra's web
page: www.COBSJ.org, or on The Orchestra's Facebook page.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION

Save the Date!
It's been a looong time since we all have been together so we've planned a party to Rejoice, Give
Thanks and Sing. There will be a parish wide party on Sunday, July 11th following the service.
There will be food...there will be games….so put it on your calendar and come celebrate with us!
More information to follow.

ENCORE
ENCORE will be open Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from June 1st until June 17th from 10:00am to
4:00pm.
ENCORE will also be open three Saturdays in June, June 5, 12, and 19 from 10:00AM to 2:00 PM.
They will close for the summer on June 19. ENCORE
is requesting that people wear masks and keep 3 foot distancing, and they are limiting the number
of people in the shop.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Returning to Church
Over the past week we’ve heard some exciting news regarding the efficacy of the COVID vaccines
telling us that for the fully vaccinated life can begin to return to normal. There are still risks, however, for those who cannot be vaccinated and uncertainty about their efficacy for those with compromised immune systems. To ensure that St. John’s is open and welcoming for everyone, including those who are still at risk, the vestry and I have decided that we will continue to require
masks in the church for a few more weeks. I have reached out to a friend, and former St. John’s
member, who is an epidemiologist working for the CDC and he advised to look out for the
healthy and safety of those still at risk it would make sense to continue having everyone mask inside the sanctuary until the state gets to 60% full vaccinated and new cases remain below 10 per
one hundred thousand people. Since I spoke with Adam earlier this week RI’s average new case
rate has dropped from 13 to 10, but we are still a little ways off from the 60% fully vaccinated
mark. With the vaccines recently opening up to anyone over the age of twelve, however, we
should be there soon. I appreciate you all bearing with us as we cautiously move forward, bearing
one another’s burdens as we read in the Letter to the Galatians, in order that St. John’s may be a
safe and welcoming home for everyone.
Services beginning on June 6th will be at 9:00am and 5:30pm.

Transitions
June Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Davis & Robin Dewey ~ June 2, 1979 ~ 42 years
Bob & Deb Bostian ~ June 6, 1970 ~ 51 years
David & Diane Neville ~ June 8, 1991 ~ 30years
Scott & Kristyn Whitney ~ June 9, 2000 ~ 22 years
David & Linda Bainer ~ June 10, 1967 ~ 54 years
Jim & Beth Holmes ~ June 11, 1988 ~ 33 years
Ben & Becky Chwalk ~ June 12, 2004 ~ 17 years
Ned & Debby Barton ~ June 13, 1970 ~ 51 years
John & Julie Vanier ~ June 13, 1992 ~ 29 years
Bob & Carol Boyden ~ June 20, 1959 ~ 62 years
John & Elinor Rosevear ~ June 20, 1964 ~ 57 years
Tom & Felice Billups ~ June 21, 1980 ~ 41 years
Richard & Cheri King ~ June 25, 1988 ~ 33 years
Frank & Jayne Nightingale ~ June 26, 1965 ~ 56 years
Bill & Cindy Wall ~ June 28, 1986 ~ 35 years
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COMMISSION ON PARISH LIFE & CARE
Pastoral Care
I’m excited to update you on the Pastoral Care Team. This team provides connection and support
for all parishioners - whether sick, sequestered alone or facing limited mobility. We help nurture
the community through recognizing parishioners birthdays and special moments. We plan to coordinate more with the amazing work of the Flower committee to ensure you receive flowers or bulletins. In reality, you are all on the committee and we are all at some point a receiver of care. A challenge we face is the New England culture of independence and privacy! I want to assure everyone
that we will respect everyone's personal information and only provide support in a way that is best
for you. I also want to mention that the one thing the committee shared about why they participate
is the impact of getting to serve. Most of you have said you are happy to help others and are quick
to sign up to drive, provide meals, donate or write notes whenever someone is in need. The joy of
knowing you were able to ease someone else's burden brings all of us closer to the love of God. So
not only do we ask you to think about joining our committee but we also ask you to allow us to
serve you!
What inspired me to volunteer for this committee?
For those who don’t know me I am starting my second year on the vestry. I have been a member
since 2006 but with a full time job and 4 kids all active in sports I did not always make time
for church and only volunteered sporadically teaching sunday school, making food for Mobile
Loaves, selling pumpkins or sorting rummage sale clothes. I never felt that I had the time to take a
lead. I also had committed my time to another community organization - Heartworks. This project
is dear to me because I witnessed monthly the joy provided in both giving and receiving from the
Heartworks providers and recipients. Our mission was to provide kindness to our neighbors. Then
I had the honor of being a recipient of an incredible outpouring of love when I was a cancer patient. Now that three kids are out of the house I am thrilled to have more time for the St. John’s
family.
Know someone who we could share an act of kindness? Please let us know by either contacting me,
Heather Wilkerson at Pastoralcareteam@stjohnsbarrington.org; or contacting Dale or Patrick at the
church office. Interested in making birthday calls? visiting/ cooking oor driving others? Sign up
through the pastoral care email address.
-Heather Wilkerson
401-225-3858
hhwilkerson@gmail.com

6

7

been, Bible Study on Mondays at noon and the a book group on Sunday evenings at 7 on the second
and fourth Sunday of the month, and Coffee Hour on Tuesday mornings and Happy Hour on
Thursday afternoons. In the fall hopefully we’ll be set up in the church to offer these things in person with an option for people to join virtually. Lobster Rolls and our summer softball league will be
here before you know it and we have a big party planned for the parish in July.
As I have already said, it is an exciting time and we have a lot going on this summer here at St.
John’s. I can’t wait to be with you all again and look forward to seeing you here this summer.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

June 2021
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Summer Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 2:00pm
Friday - Closed
Worship Services
9:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
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