
 

  

Beloved, 
 

As we are seeing new cases decline I know a lot of us are wondering when we will be returning to in 

person worship again. As of writing this I do not have a definite answer yet, but I do believe it will be 

soon. Bishop Knisely has called a meeting for the clergy of the diocese to discuss reopening criteria for 

Thursday, March 18th.  

   While the infection rate has declined sharply from what it has been over the past couple of months, 

our cases per 100,000 are only about what they were when we moved back to worship online only. 

We’re close though. I have heard that a number of dioceses around the country have set 20 cases per 

100,000 as the threshold for allowing in person worship. This threshold was picked because cases per 

100,000 rising above 20 is an indicator of community spread, the virus spreading without being able 

to identify the source. 

   I know this has not been an easy year and I am so incredibly thankful for the way this community 

has come together through it. You all have helped me handle living through this pandemic more than 

you probably know. Just like you all, I miss worshiping together in person, and everything else we’ve 

given up this past year. I want to return to those just as bad as everyone else.  With the vaccine being 

distributed, with our cases per 100,000 sharply declining, I believe we are almost ready to start  

returning to normal. It will take a while to completely return to normal, but we’ll be starting that  

process soon. Please continue to bear with us as we figure out and implement the best and safest way 

to do so. If you haven’t taken part in the many ways we’re using Zoom for worship, fellowship and 

formation I encourage you to join us. It isn’t the same as being together, but it has afforded a lot of  

opportunities to come closer together as a parish family this past year. 

   Finally, I want to say something about Easter Sunday which falls on April 4th this year. When we 

return to in person worship there will be restrictions on numbers which will make it difficult to offer 

services as we normally do. My hope is that the weather will allow us to have a service outdoors on 

the field behind St. John’s, number restrictions are easier for us to manage outdoors. This will hope-

fully keep us from having to turn anyone away from worship on Easter Sunday, as would be more  
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary  

are always welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: March 17th.  

The April Tower will be mailed on 

March 30th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.   

Thank you for your understanding  

and we hope to see you soon! 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
  

Breakfast Made Better 
Many thanks to all who contributed to our Shrove Tuesday breakfast drive. We collected 54 boxes of 

pancake mix, 26 bottles  of maple syrup, 16 boxes of cereal, and a heaping pile of granola bars, 

oatmeal, instant potatoes, and more. Your donations will be passed along to the RI Community 

Food Bank, where they will be distributed to those who most need it. Thank you so much for your 

generosity! 

 

 

Save the date: The youth group is putting together a brand new virtual liturgy for Good Friday 

(April 2). Stay tuned to learn how you can take part in the experience!  

 

 
Calendar: 
Church school videos March 7, 14, 21, 28 

Church school on Zoom March 21 at 11:30 am   

Youth group online March 7, 14, 21, 28 at 6:15 pm 

Transitions 
 

March Anniversaries ~ Congratulations! 
George & Joan Crocker ~ March 16, 2005 ~ 16 years 

 

The Life Eternal 
Robert Faulkner ~ February 1, 2021 

 



 

4 

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

 

Note from the Warden 
21 February 2021 
 

 

“What are three wishes that you have for the future of our congregation? Describe what the church 

would look like as these wishes come true.” More cookies and pastries at coffee hour? Better yet, 

how about we start with in-person coffee hour! 

  On Saturday, February 20th, the Vestry gathered for a Zoom retreat.  (Ah Zoom! You are like the 

guest who doesn’t leave. Or, as the Danes would say, “fish like guests begin to smell after 3 days” 

and it has been much longer than 3 days!).  We discussed the already mentioned question, along 

with others,  regarding our current and desired faith and community-based engagement of the 

church. We explored our wishes for, not only, ourselves, our congregation but also, the wider    

community. We discussed our hopes for a future that is less divisive and more tolerant; a future 

characterized by less fear of others and greater inclusivity for ALL; a future that is witness to less 

hatred and more acts of kindness and patience. We also rejoiced at the support and care-taking 

shown by members of our congregation and neighbors throughout these trying times that reflect 

what it means to be a Beloved Community. 

  We also used this opportunity to get to know each other better, as some of us have never had the 

opportunity to gather in-person as part of the Vestry. Some of us spoke of our attachment to St. 

John’s as a foundation of family histories rooted in the church, while others talked about their  

journey to St. John’s as foreigners to Barrington. There were stories of deeply meaningful connec-

tions with members of our congregation during coffee hour and gratitude for the opportunity to 

support and bond with neighbors while volunteering with John’s Meals, Loaves and Fishes and 

Laundry Love. There was consensus that, in St. John’s, we had found a source of spiritual and  

communal fulfilment that keeps us grounded yet drawn out in the world to live out the two greatest 

Commandments: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind. This is the first and great Commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 

shalt love they neighbor as thyself.” (Matthew 22: 37-39). 

  At the close of our retreat, we discussed what we were looking forward to when church returns in-

person and what we wished to see the church doing now and in the future. We spoke of building off 

our established community outreach to develop closer bonds and opportunities of support and  

enrichment within our neighboring communities. Finally, we developed a set of questions that we 

asked of ourselves: 

1. Thinking about this past year, what are we missing the most? 

2. As we prepare to worship together in person, what are you most looking forward to? 

3. Because we want to honor both our community along with each other’s individuality, what are 

your gifts, talents and passions and in what way may these be utilized to enrich yours and the 

communities life within St. John’s? 

   Moving forward, we would ask you, our congregation, to consider these questions and your  

responses. It is the Vestry’s plan to continue to make outreach calls and send emails to check in with 

you and we would appreciate the opportunity to hear from you, what your responses are to these 

questions as we continue to plan for the day when we will, come together in person to celebrate  

 

Continued on the next page 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Church member support group 
 

Have you ever been listening to the Prayers of the People and wonder if they could use a hot meal, a 

kind note or some magazines to distract them?  Realizing that many of us want to be there for our 

fellow parishioners we are giving everyone the chance to do just that! 
 

We are reigniting a pastoral care group with the purpose of offering support and service to church 

members who are sick or experiencing hardship.  Based on the willingness to receive and need of 

the person we will offer meals, calls, letters or support baskets.  
 

How will this work?  There will be a core group who receive the information about those in need 

and triage the situation.  Then there are volunteer opportunities to donate items, deliver items, make 

calls or write notes.  Interested in getting involved?   

Contact us at pastoralteam@stjohnsbarrington.org.  If you have an idea how you would like to  

participate or just want to connect that is fine.   
 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Heather Wilkerson 

Corned Beef to Go 
We all missed it last year so we’re bringing it back...with a twist!  On Sunday, March 14th , we will 

be offering a Celtic corned beef dinner to go to our parishioners.  The dinner will include corned 

beef, potatoes, carrots, cabbage and a slice of Irish bread.  Like the Lobster Rolls you will have to 

pick up your dinner between 4:30 and 6:00pm.  All orders must be pre-ordered No Later Than  

Thursday, March 11th at Noon!  Please call the office at 245-4065 or email dale@stjohnsbarrington 

to reserve your dinner. There will be no charge for the dinner but donations are gladly accepted. 

our life in God and in this wonderful community. And maybe we can share a few cookies and 

pastries along with a beverage of your choice, to boot. 
 

With warm regards, 

Jay Billingsley, your (sweet toothed) Sr. Warden 

about:blank
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

“When Snow Flies in New England” 
 

When snow flies in New England  

And the porridge is hot on the stove 

There are mittens on the space heater 

And oak trees like ghosts in the grove 

The fire is popping and crackling a tune 

And the long johns are proving their worth 

The roads are covered in a frosting of snow 

And the children are surrounded in mirth 
 

Chorus: 

Ahhh, the snow-covered pastures, the melodious sleighbells 

The horses in the barn, the reunion farewells 

The winters in New England, the family and friends 

We’ll all rest cozy till Springtime again 
 

The quiet of snowfall is a gift to the soul 

Enhanced by cardinal’s wooing their mates       

This old house has its creaks and its moans 

And we know that somewhere a snowman awaits 

As the children press noses to the cold glass 

They ponder and plot till permission is passed 

It’s a race for the top hat, carrot and coal 

To build their snowman roll upon roll  
 

[Repeat Chorus] 
 

And when at last he stands proud and complete 

It’s back in the house for coco and treats 

The mittens are placed back on the heater 

As the cardinal’s revisit the backyard feeder 

Now as the wintery day falls into the night 

The children worry if their snowman’s alright 

So mom warms their tummy’s and calms their hearts 

As snow flies in New England and a new day starts 
 

[Repeat Chorus] 
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC 

From the Director of Music Programs' Desk: 
With Spring around the corner, help out Saint John's choir from the comfort of your own home!  The 

Director of Music Programs is seeking singers for Holy Week and Easter music to perform virtually. 

All you have to do is sit in your most comfortable armchair,  get your cell phone, hit “Record” and 

sing…..You don’t even have to put a scarf or boots on….it’s as easy as that! 

If you are interested, please email me at  JTStottRI@gmail.com  
 

The In Principio Ringers of St. John’s was a big success. I am planning on having the bell Ringers 

participate in two Anthems/Hymns for Easter. It’s really easy and fun!  The rehearsals/ recording 

will be in person, following DOH guidelines for Covid.  We already have five members and 

 growing, so join today! Those interested, please email me at JTStottRI@gmail.com  

 St. John’s Lectio Musica Series 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR :  

Spring 2021, The  Director of Music Programs will be presenting a series of lecture/recitals: Lectio 

Musica. These lectures cum concerts will explore various unconventional musical topics via Zoom, 

for your viewing pleasure. 

·       April 30  Lectio Musica Series I:  

o   Dulce Cano:  Domestic Sacred and Secular Keyboard Music 

A survey of domestic sacred music performed in homes of Europe and America from the Middle 

Ages to the 19th/ early 20th centuries. 

·       May 30  be Lectio Musica Series II: The Blind Shall See: Music of Blind Organists 

This lecture/concert will feature organ music of Paumann, Cabanilles, Cabezon, Stanley and others. 

  

Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s 

April 18 

Works by Smetana, Berstein, Vivaldi 

mailto:JTStottRI@gmail.com
mailto:JTStottRI@gmail.com
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 

March 2021 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — Closed 
   

Worship Services  
See Calendar 

likely if we were indoors with stricter controls on occupancy. Whatever we do there will be an 

online service. We are waiting until the middle of March to finalize our plans for this day so we can 

have the clearest picture of what will and will not be possible. Once again I ask your patience and 

graciousness as we figure out the best and safest way to celebrate this day. When we have a plan it 

will be in the weekly e-blast as well as announced in our Sunday worship.  

   While there has been light scattered throughout it, this has been a dark year for all of us. There is a 

light shining forth in that darkness and growing brighter, and we are drawing closer to that light. 

Thank you for your patience and graciousness over this past year and in the days to come as we 

work our way out of this darkness. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

 

Patrick+                                                       


