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Beloved,
Well, we’ve been at this a lot longer than any of us would have hoped. I can’t tell you how much I
miss all of you and while I am definitely thankful for the ways we are able to stay connected through
Zoom I cannot wait to be with you all in person again. The staff and I have started to discuss what
we’ll need to change or adapt and how to go about doing that to ensure that when we are able to join
together again it will be in the safest ways possible. Until then I encourage you all to join us on Zoom
throughout the week for the various Bible Study and fellowship opportunities or on Zoom or Facebook Live for worship.
In the midst of all the disruption, uncertainty and pain that this pandemic has brought on I want to
address something I hear all too often. That is the idea that God is making this happen to us, or that
this is a sign from God that we need to pay attention to and learn from. I do not believe that this is the
case. We read in Holy Scripture that God is love (I John 4:8) and I do not see how this kind of punishment or lesson could be considered loving. And as our Presiding Bishop has said, “if it doesn’t look
like love, if it doesn’t look like Jesus of Nazareth, it cannot be claimed to be Christian.” Or again, “If
it’s not about love, then it’s not about God.”
While I do not believe that God is inflicting this upon us, as I cannot see how that would be considered loving. I do believe that God is with us through these difficult and dark times. I do believe that
God is not just present with us in our darkest moments but able to redeem those moments. God is not
making this happen to teach us something, but we can still learn about God and ourselves through it.
God did not cause this pandemic to happen, but God can still be seen and felt in the midst of this pain
and chaos. In all the ways that we have strengthened our communities, in all the ways we have rekindled relationships, in all the ways that we have turned up to look out for one another. God is present
in all of those moments.
Continued on page 8
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ENCORE will be closed until further notice.
Thank you for your understanding and we
hope to see you soon!!
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary are always
welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: May 17th.
The June Tower will be mailed on
May 27 th.
Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
CHURCH SCHOOL
Weekly church school lessons are available online for children and their families, and are fun for
kids of all ages! Videos are posted in time for Sunday morning and run 15-20 minutes each. In addition to the St. John's Church Facebook page and parent Facebook page, they can be found on our
website:
https://stjohnsbarrington.org/churchschool/

YOUTH GROUP
Youth group meets weekly on Zoom, Sunday evenings at 6:15. We are also holding smaller group
gatherings from time to time, including one for college kids and another for high school seniors.

MISSION TRIP UPDATE
Our high school/young adult mission group was scheduled to spend a week in Puerto Rico at the
end of June. Sadly, Youthworks has canceled all June 2020 trips; all summer trips to Puerto Rico
have been canceled as well. Given the circumstances, we have put our travel plans on hold until at
least the summer of 2021.
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC
Hello Parishioners!
I hope you are all doing well!
Due to the Social Distancing practices, all the Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John's has cancelled the upcoming concerts for the Spring 2020 season. However, we are planning to resume in
Autumn 2020, provided all is back to normal.
Please watch for upcoming announcements on our website (www.cobsj.org) or Facebook page.

I will be pre-recording a few concert programs of piano and harpsichord music. I believe it is good to
keep your spirits buoyant! Stay tuned and be well!
My sincerest best wishes
Jacob Stott

COMMISSION ON OUTREACH
Adopt-a-Garden
If you’re looking for a wonderful family project for the summer, or just an easy way to grow some
food for yourself and others we want you in the Open Hands Garden. We are offering you the
opportunity to ‘adopt’ one of our raised gardening beds behind the church for just $10!! Imagine being able to have your own garden plot for the summer for just ten bucks! All that we ask is that you
give a portion of your harvest back to St. John’s so that we may share it with those less
fortunate through TAP-IN. You provide your own plants and gardening tools, and we will provide
the water. Call Dale at the church office at 245-4065 or email dale@stjohnsbarrington.org if you are
interested.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
The Treasurers Report
I thought you all should know that so far we've come together like loving families do and I'd like to
send a special shout out to everyone who has sent in pledges electronically and otherwise because it
has been very helpful during this uncertain period.
And, please send extra prayers for our pastor Father Patrick and our incredible Staff, who are keeping us all together with Worship Services, daytime and evening Bible Study, Coffee and Happy
Hours, the night-time Compline Service, the weekly email Blast, the monthly Tower, Popup Office
Hours, and the Rector's Report. Oh, did I mention that we are closed, that is, the building is closed
but that's the only thing that is closed. With a little help, Father Patrick has found plenty of ways to
keep us all together while we're all trying to stay safe by staying apart.
Stay calm and carry on,
Susan L. Taylor

Zoom Email list & Worship Login
The Zoom login info for our Sunday worship will continue to go out in these emails but we are doing a whole lot more on Zoom and if you'd like to join us you need to let Father Patrick know to add
you to that email list. You can email him at patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org.
The login is below.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/298028562?pwd=eXdYZkZVdkcvYUJpdlBtWTNIT3BYUT09
Meeting ID: 298 028 562
Password: 030070
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 298 028 562
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION

St. John's Facilities
It is no secret that a lot of people know the code to get into our building. I am going to ask everyone
to please refrain from coming into the building while the Stay-at-Home order is in effect. The staff is
there daily, David is cleaning and sanitizing regularly but if we don't know someone came in and
where they've been we don't know to clean that area. If you need anything at the church please
reach out to Dale or Fr. Patrick and set up a time to get come get what you need. Thank you so
much for your help with this as we seek to continue serving our community while keeping our
building safe.

Masks & Gloves
Though we do not want you to enter the building, if you must come in we ask you to please be
wearing a mask and gloves. The Governor has mandated the use of masks whenever you go out so
for the safety of our staff and parishioners we ask that you wear one.

May Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Dan & Hope DuBois ~ May 1, 1976 ~ 44 years
Lou & Anne Massa ~ May 8, 1983 ~ 37 years
Michael & Denise Javery ~ May 10, 1986 ~ 34 years
Sherburne & Bonnie Cameron ~ May 12, 1984 ~ 36 years
Charles & Sarah Denby ~ May 14, 1994 ~ 26 years
Leeds & Pattie Mitchell ~ May 14, 1977 ~ 43 years
Arthur & Linda Marcello ~ May 21, 1983 ~ 37 years
John & Karen Cavanagh ~ May 27, 1995 ~ 25 years
Stephen & Diana Turgeon ~ May 29, 1993 ~ 28 years
Jay & Cherry Cumming ~ May 30, 1970 ~ 50 years
Edward & Jennifer Rakeman ~ May 30, 1999 ~ 21 years

6

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
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I pray that you do not feel that God is trying to punish you or making this happen to get your attention or teach you something. There is nothing loving about that, and again if it’s not about love it’s
not about God. We read in John’s Gospel that God became human, lived and died as Jesus Christ,
not to condemn us but in order that we might have life and have it abundantly. That is what our
God desires for us, life not condemnation. If you’re curious as to where our God is in the midst of
all this, look for love. Wherever you see love you see God. Look for kindness and compassion and
community, for that is where is our God lives, not in punishment and condemnation.
Be well, be safe, be loving. I can’t wait to see you all once again.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

May 2020
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Fax: 401-245-0518
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday — 8:00 - Noon
Worship Services
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am and 5:30pm
Wednesday: 9:30am
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