
 

  

Beloved, 
 

I will admit, that last bit was in there for me. I know the importance of being grateful, and even more 

of being intentionally aware of things to be grateful for. But I don’t think it comes as a surprise to any-

one that this year hasn’t made being grateful a little more difficult than usual. 
 

As we are entering November and approaching Thanksgiving, with Christmas not too far off after 

that, the importance of gratitude, of being thankful has been on my mind and heart. Thanksgiving has 

been one of my favorite holidays as long as I can remember. When I was in college my friends and I 

started celebrating it, although we dubbed it Thanksagain, on the following day because we liked it so 

much we wanted to share it with each other.  
 

As we draw in to this season of gratitude and thanksgiving I am all too aware that some of us may not 

be able to see those bright spots that give us cause to be grateful. That might be because we don’t rec-

ognize in the midst of all the pain and uncertainty around, or it might be because things are just so 

dark around us we can’t see the light. For whatever reason it may be, if you are struggling to see those 

bright spots I commend the following words from the beginning of St. John’s Gospel:  

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was   

           God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and   

           without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 

 life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the   

           darkness did not overcome it. 

Even in the midst of deep darkness we believe that a light is shining that will overcome that darkness. 

We may not be able to see it right now but we are a people of hope. That is the Christmas message, a 

light shines in the darkness and the darkness will not overcome it. 
 

As we enter this season of gratitude I hope and pray that whatever it may be we all can find some rea-

son to be thankful, that we can find some bright spot, no matter how faint in the darkness around us.  
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary  

are always welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: November 17th.  

The December Tower will be mailed on 

November 30th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.   

Thank you for your understanding  

and we hope to see you soon! 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
  

November children & youth calendar: 

(All events are online unless otherwise noted) 

 

Sunday, November 1  - Church school video lesson, youth group 

Sunday, November 8 - Church school video lesson; youth group 

Sunday, November 15 - Church school video lesson; youth group 

Sunday, November 18 - Confirmation class 

Sunday, November 22 - Church school Zoom; youth group 

Sunday, November 29 - Church school video lesson, youth group 

 

COMMISSION ON MUSIC 

COBSJ Virtual Concert 
 

The Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s will be performing a virtual concert on Sunday, 

November 8, at 3:00 pm. It will feature selections from Beethoven, Bartok, Brahms, and more!  

Please find it on Facebook, by searching “Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s”,  or our 

website:  www.cobsj.org.  

We look forward to your attendance! You can also find the full 2021 season programs for the  

upcoming year on the website as well! 

http://www.cobsj.org
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

“GIVING TREE” 2020 
As we all know, we are living in uncertain times right now.  In spite of all the changes we have 

learned to live with these past year, one thing remains the same.  We are called to help those in 

need---now more than ever. We will continue to support families in our area through the Women’s 

Resource Center only in a very different way.  Instead of adopting individual families the Center 

has requested we participate in GIFT CARD drive instead.  It is very easy to pick up a gift card be-

cause they are available in just about everywhere you go these days and also online. The following 

are suggested cards the center has provided. 

WALMART,   KOHL’S,  OLD NAVY,  MICHAEL’S,  STOP & SHOP,  ALDI’S,  TARGET,  MACY’S,  

JC PENNY,  TJ MAXX,  GAP,  SHAW’S,  CVS,   JOB LOT,  AMAZON,  DICK’S/OLYMPIA,   

MARKET BASKET,  BUSPASSES,  GAS CARDS,  PHONE MINUTES, VISA/MASTERCARD 

If you prefer, you can consider contributing to the FOSTER FORWARD program that we have sup-

ported over the years by writing a check for $25. So the agency can provide gift cards to teens who 

are in foster care. 

All gift cards and checks need to be returned to St. John’s Episcopal Church,  191 County  Rd.   Bar-

rington, RI 02806.  (attention:  Judy Tavares) 

INCLUDED WITH EVERY GIFT CARD, MUST BY THE AMOUNT THE CARD IS WORTH. 

We will be accepting these donations until SATURDAY DECEMBER 5th. 

Please stay safe and continue to practice CDC guidelines.  Blessings to all of you. 

Judy Tavares 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

“You Look Marvelous”  (Attitude of Gratitude) 
Covid might necessitate that we keep our physical distance from each other, but it’ll never prevent 

us from being thankful for the many blessings we do have.  Thanksgiving’s right around the corner 

and it’s always a good thing to start a wee bit of soul searching to acknowledge just how lucky we 

still are. 
 

The virus cannot take our hearts away or prevent them from overflowing with gratitude and joy 

and we don’t have to wait for the Thanksgiving table to be appreciative and expressive.  Funny, we 

always seem to acknowledge the good deeds by outsiders, but sometimes we forget to show our 

loving gratitude for our very own family and friends.  Maybe we think it’s just expected, comes 

with the turf or the family name.  It shouldn’t. 
 

We know how great we feel in the recesses of our hearts when someone acknowledges our good 

deeds.  If that’s true, then what’s preventing us from shouting “Thank you!,” “Job well done!,” and 

the big one… “I love you!” as many times a possible in a day?  The real funny thing here is that  

expressing our gratitude, good wishes and blessings is, um – absolutely FREE!   You can’t wear it 

out, it never runs out and it never gets tired. 
 

I recall a motivational banner that fits quite well here, it read, “You Get What You Reward.”  Want a 

more civilized and serene holiday season?  Start rewarding the behavior you want to see in both 

yourself and those around you.  Who knows, it just might become the chic thing to do? 
 

Maybe we could start some “gratitude resolutions” this Thanksgiving season?  Ever stop to wonder 

just how long it takes to buy, prepare, cook and clean up the Thanksgiving celebration, verses how 

long it takes to eat it?  Kiss the cook  and don’t forget to pitch in on those dishes, it’ll do your heart good! 
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COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP 

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Transitions 
 

 November Anniversaries  
James & Virginia Graham ~ November 1, 1994 ~ 26 years  

Scott & Kristen Oberacker ~ November 1, 2003 ~ 17years  

Joseph & Paula DeSisto ~ November 4, 1989 ~ 31 years  

Herbert & Kathy Williams ~ November 4, 1972 ~ 48 years  

Paul & Lisa Medeiros ~ November 5, 1993 ~ 27 years 

Guy & Mary Comfort ~ November 6, 1965 ~ 55 years  

Jamie & Jennifer Ouelette ~ November 7, 1998 ~ 22 years  

Rev. Patrick & Carmin Greene ~ November 24, 2012 ~ 8 years 

Bob & Jan Malcolm ~ November 24, 1990 ~ 30 years  
 

October Baptisms 
Nolan Paul Test 

Harrison Patrick Reilly 
 

The Life Eternal 
Muriel “Peggy” Vetter 

Winifred Read 

Herman “Craig” Christ 

Kathryn “Kitty” Tingley 

Nothing Can Separate Us 
The pledge cards Have all been sent.  If you have not received one please let Dale know and we will 

send another one.  We humbly ask that you and your family join us in prayer, give thanks for God’s 

blessings, and be moved by God’s Spirit to bless others through this wonderful parish.  We could 

never begin to tell the whole story of what YOU do and where YOU go through your pledged  

support of this parish but you have and will continue to make a difference.   

   Once you have received your pledge card we ask that you fill it out and return it as soon as 

possible.  We would like to have all the cards returned by November 13th.   

   As we await the day that we can gather together again safely without worry please remember 

that your St. John’s family is still here for you and that nothing will separate us, not just from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord but also from this family. 
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 

Presorted Standard 
U.S. Postage  

Paid 
Permit No. 3 

Barrington, RI 
 

Return  Service Requested 

November 2020 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Fax: 401-245-0518  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — Closed 
   

Worship Services  
See Calendar 

If we are unable though, please remember a few things. First, you are not alone and you are in my 

prayers. More importantly in Jesus we have a light that will overcome all darkness, in Jesus we are 

shown that the love of God for each and everyone one of us is greater and deeper and stronger than 

that darkness. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Patrick+                                                       


