
 

  

Beloved, 

On Sunday, November 21st we will be joined in our worship by Bishop Knisely as he preaches and 

celebrates at our morning services. At the ten o’clock service he will be confirming a number of our 

high school students and maybe even an adult or two. The Canons of the church dictate the Bishop 

visit every congregation in the diocese once every three years. While we haven’t had Bishop Knisely 

with us since November of 2019 we normally are fortunate enough to have him visit every year.  

The Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, found at: episcopalchurch.org/glossary, defines confirmation 

as “The sacramental rite in which the candidates ‘express a mature commitment to Christ, and re-

ceive strength from the Holy Spirit through prayer and the laying on of hands by a bishop’ (BCP, p. 

860)”. This service is often viewed as young adults owning their baptism if they were baptized as in-

fants, but as this definition shows it is much more than that. In this service all those making the  

mature commitment to Christ are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live out their faith.  

On the 21st we will gather together to celebrate with this group of teenagers and adults making this 

commitment and join in with them by recommitting ourselves to Christ by renewing our Baptismal 

Covenant. Even if we did not have anyone being Confirmed this would still be a day to celebrate.  

Regardless of if there is need for Confirmations the Bishop is still required to visit the parish. These 

visits are a tangible reminder that we are part of something bigger than just St. John’s. In the Bishop’s 

visitation we are reminded of our ties with our Diocese, the Episcopal Church and the entire Body of 

Christ.  

Last year we were unable to have this visit with Bishop Knisely, feeding in to all the ways the  

pandemic bred isolation. Even though we are not fully back to normal yet Bishop Knisely’s visit is a 

sign to us that no matter how alone we felt this past year through our faith we remain connected to 

something much bigger than ourselves, as the Epistle to the Hebrews puts it, “we are surrounded by 

so great a great cloud of witnesses”.  

Please come out on November 21st to help us welcome Bishop Knisely to St. John’s and to celebrate 

not just our Confirmands and this step they’re taking but also our connection to the greater Church. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Patrick+    

The Tower 
November 2021 
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary  

are always welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: November 17th.  

The December Tower will be mailed on 

November 29th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

ENCORE to Open 
Encore will be open every Tuesday & Thursday from 

10:00am—4:00pm plus the first and third Saturdays of the 

month from 10:00am—2:00pm. Please come down and take a 

look at all our new Fall Fashions! 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
 

Church School Schedule 

Sunday mornings from 10:00  to 10:30 am 

Regular class: November 7 

Regular class: November 14 

NO CLASS November 21 & 28 
 

Youth Group Happenings 

Youth group: November 7 

Confirmation class: November 10 

Youth group: November 14 

Bishop's visit/confirmation November 21 

Youth group: November 21 

NO MEETING November 28 
 

Drive for Dorcas 

Many thanks to everyone who turned out for Sunday's toiletries drive! The youth group collected 

over 500 items, including 61 bars of soap, 48 deodorants, 78 wash cloths, and 102 toothbrushes!  

Donations will be delivered to Dorcas International's Providence chapter, where they will be  

distributed to refugees who have fled their homeland with next to nothing. Thank you so much for 

your generosity!  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Charlie Brown Thanksgiving 

Children of all ages are invited to join us in Field Hall on Sunday, November 21 for a new holiday 

tradition. We will screen A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving, and share the "meal" prepared on the 

show. There will be jelly beans! There will be ping pong! There will be popcorn! Time 11:30am. 

 

The Bishop is Coming! 

Please join us to support and celebrate our latest crop of confirmands at the 10:00 service on Sunday, 

November 21st.  
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC 

The Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s, led by Music Director Edward Markward, will 

present the second concert of its fifth season on Sunday, November 7, at 3 p.m. at St. John’s  

Episcopal Church, 191 County Road, Barrington. 
 

Music for string orchestra and bell, Cantus in memoriam Benjamin Britten, written by Arvo Pἅrt in 

1977, opens the program.  This short canon in A Minor, a tribute to composer Benjamin Britten, be-

gins and ends with silence, its simple tonality offering a meditative quality to the listener.  Next is 

Samuel Barber’s, Knoxville: Summer of 1915 which features renowned soprano, Diana McVey, as 

soloist.  This neo romantic work, written in 1947, is based on the preface to James Agee’s Pulitzer 

Prize-winning novella, “A Death in the Family,” and recalls the events on a summer evening experi-

enced by Agee as a small boy growing up in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Opening the second half of the 

program is the lyrical Intermezzo from the one-act opera, “Cavalleria rusticana” by Pietro Masca-

gni.  Written in 1890, the opera is an example of “verismo opera” and is set in a Sicilian village on 

Easter Sunday.  The concert closes with Joseph Haydn’s masterful Symphony No. 88 in G Ma-

jor.  One of his most ingenious works, this symphony illustrates Haydn’s great sense of humor, wit 

and brilliance and is sure to delight all listeners. 
  

Comprised of professional, community and student musicians from Rhode Island, Connecticut and 

Massachusetts, the ensemble was created to showcase the finest quality music in the chamber  

orchestra repertoire.  The orchestra is hosted by St. John’s Episcopal Church and Jacob Stott, its  

Director of Music. 

 COBSJ will adhere to all CDC and RI Department of Health regulations and recommendations for 

safely convening a concert during the Covid-19 pandemic.  All audience members will be required 

to wear masks and show proof of being fully vaccinated. 

The concert is free, donations are welcome.  
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

All Saints Day 

Please join us on Monday, November 1st as we celebrate All Saints Day with a service of Holy Eu-

charist at 7pm. On All Saints Day we commemorate and celebrate all the saints of the church who 

have given us examples of faithful and holy lives. 

 

Prayer List 

In October we will be resetting our Prayer List. If you would like to keep someone on or add some-

one to the Prayer List please speak with Dale (401-245-4065 or Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org), once 

added names will remain on the list for four weeks before coming off.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transitions 
 

November Anniversaries ~ Congratulations! 
 Scott & Kristen Oberacker ~ November 1, 2003 ~ 18 years  

Joseph & Paula DeSisto ~ November 4, 1989 ~ 32 years  

Herbert & Kathy Williams ~ November 4, 1972 ~ 49 years  

Paul & Lisa Medeiros ~ November 5, 1993 ~ 28 years 

Guy & Mary Comfort ~ November 6, 1965 ~ 56 years  

Jamie & Jennifer Ouelette ~ November 7, 1998 ~ 23 years  

Rev. Patrick & Carmin Greene ~ November 24, 2012 ~ 9 years 

Bob & Jan Malcolm ~ November 24, 1990 ~ 31 years  
 

Life Eternal 
Peggy Saurwein ~ October 17, 2021 

 

October Baptisms 

Dominic Jackson 

Kate O’Brien 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

THANK YOU!! 

A huge thanks to all of the Pumpkin Patch volunteers!  As of the end of Sunday October 24th, total 

pumpkin sales were just over $30,000, with only around 50 unsold pumpkins.  The percentage of 

the total sales that St. John's gets to keep is 40 percent, which will be slightly more than 

$12,000.  Exceeding the $30,000 in total sales represents our best year and yields the highest percent-

age of money that we keep that is available from the supplier!  In comparison, pumpkin sales last 

year in 2020 were just over $25,000 and we kept 35 percent of that amount.  

It is apparent that the St. John's Pumpkin Patch has become a community tradition, and numerous 

people commented on how much they look forward to it every year.  Thanks again to all of the vol-

unteers for unloading and selling pumpkins!! 
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 

November 2021 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours   
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday  -  8:00am  -  12:00pm 
   

Worship Services  
Sunday ~ 8:00am Holy Eucharist 
                10:00am Holy Eucharist 
                5:30pm Holy Eucharist  
Wednesday ~ 9:30am Holy Eucharist 

 

                                                    


