
 

  

Beloved, 
 

Over the past six months I have found myself saying “everything is terrible” in more and more con-

versations. This is almost always said tongue-in-cheek, but as we are all too well aware, there is some 

truth in it. Even with that bit of truth in this statement, I never find myself saying it with a sense of 

defeat or despair, at the worst it’s heavily laden with exasperation. Mostly when I’m saying this what 

I mean is something along the line of: absolutely nothing is normal right now and it is ok if we are 

struggling with that, we shouldn’t expect otherwise. 

 

I think this is an important message for all of us to hear. The restrictions brought on by the pandemic 

have gone on longer than anyone would like. The ways we have regained some normalcy leave plen-

ty to be desired. The political climate in our country is horrendous. Great swaths of our country are 

literally on fire. We are of course going to struggle with all of this. I may be the only one, but I often 

need the reminder that it is ok to be struggling, to not be my best right now. If something is more 

difficult than it should be, if I just can’t focus or get something done, or if it’s not done as well as I’d 

like, I find myself taking a breath and saying “everything is terrible”.  

 

But I don’t throw my hands up. I don’t quit what I’m trying to do and give in to despair. Often I’ll 

sigh, sometimes maybe even chuckle, and get right back at it. Sometimes I even surprise myself with 

how the struggle I was just experiencing is now gone, not always but sometimes.   

 

None of us are equipped to deal with everything going on right now and we shouldn’t expect our-

selves to be able to handle it all or get upset with ourselves when we can’t. I think one of the reasons 

why this tongue-in-cheek saying of “everything is terrible” has helped me so much has been my belief 

in and experience of God’s grace. I have been using “everything is terrible” as a tongue-in-cheek way 

of saying grace abounds.  

 

Continued on page 12 

The Tower 
October 2020 



 

2 

 

ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary  

are always welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: October 15th.  

The November Tower will be mailed on 

October 29th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend Patrick Greene 

Rector 

Patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Liz Curran 

Business Manager 

Liz@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.   

Thank you for your understanding  

and we hope to see you soon! 
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We are set up to meet online from 7-8 pm on the following dates: 

Wednesday, Oct. 28 

Wednesday, Nov 18 

 

In lieu of a December class, students will be required to participate (in person or remotely) in an 

Advent or Christmas program, details to be determined. 

 

Login info for the fall sessions is as follows: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82727554337 

Meeting ID: 827 2755 4337 

 

Participation in our weekly youth group meetings is encouraged during confirmation prep.  

 

We will reevaluate our meeting plans after the first of the year, and announce the remaining class 

dates as soon as we are able. 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon! 

Heather 

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
  

This fall St. John’s will continue to offer programming for children and youth as circumstances al-

low. This will likely be a combination of virtual and in-person opportunities. Children in pre-K 

through grade 5 are eligible for church school; kids in grades five through twelve are invited to par-

ticipate in the youth group. Church school classes will be structured to involve children, parents, 

and parishioners of all ages, and will have their foundation in scripture. Youth group will spend the 

year exploring the theme “Value,” with a three-fold focus on Bible study, social justice, and local 

service. Additional opportunities for specific age groups (e.g., high school mission, college students) 

and special events will be announced as we navigate the new school year.  

Please stay tuned for details regarding meeting times, spaces, and social distancing requirements. 
  

October calendar: 
 

Sunday, October 11 - Church school video lesson; NO youth group 

Sunday, October 18 - Church school video lesson; youth group online 

Sunday, October 25 - Church school Zoom; youth group online 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82727554337
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

Loaves & Fishes RI 
 

Loaves and Fishes at St. John’s is still up and running but not as it has been in the past.  Once or 

twice a month I make a trip to BJ’s Wholesale Club and load my car with water bottles, juice bottles, 

frozen breakfast sandwiches, pancakes, Hot Pockets and fresh fruit.  Then a volunteer or two and I 

take a ride to either Emmanuel House or Crossroads in Providence and make the delivery.  Though 

we can’t go out on the truck anymore and don’t get the contact with the homeless and indigent that 

we are used to we are happy that they are getting fed!  We also can’t meet to make sandwiches and 

a hot meal but if you would like to help out we are always taking donations to purchase the food 

we buy.  Just send a check to St. John’s with Loaves & Fishes on the memo line...we can certainly 

use it and so can they. 

 

 

 

John’s Meals 
 

John’s Meals is also up and running.  Every Saturday morning there is a volunteer team of 2  

people here to cook a meal for shut in’s in Barrington and Riverside.  We partner with St. Matthew 

& Mark’s in Barrington. We do a 6 week rotation and then they take over for 6 weeks. 

This week they had baked chicken, stuffing, green beans, fruit salad and cake for dessert.  The team 

of 2 prepares the main meal and volunteers provide the soup or fruit cup and the dessert. We then 

have drivers to deliver the meals.  We use 2 drivers each week. One to Riverside and one to  

Barrington. This week we provided meals for 13 people. If you would like to help out we are  

always looking for bakers for dessert, someone to provide soup or a fruit cup and drivers for  

Barrington and Riverside. Please call Dale in the office, 245-4065, to get you on the list of volunteers. 



 

5 



 

6 

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

COMMISSION ON MUSIC 

Let’s Ring Those Bells! 
Recognizing the importance of music in our worship, especially for those offering their time and  

talent to lead those ministries we are hoping to bring back our Handbell Choir. We have a few  

participants ready to start ringing those bells but we need a few more!! Maybe we could have a 

handbell Choir ready for Christmas services!!!  If you have any interest in learning more about 

handbells, or taking part in this reformed choir, please be in touch with Jacob or Fr. Patrick. 

We Still Need Your Help 
The pumpkins have been delivered and now we need to sell them!! The pumpkin patch is open  

daily from 10:00am until 6:00pm until October 31st.  Though the parish office handles the sales  

during the day we need your help to man the patch Monday through Friday from 3:00-6:00pm and 

10:00-6:00 on Saturday’s and Sunday’s. If you can spare 2-3 hours please help us out. You can sign 

up on Sign Up Genius or contact Tom Billups at Thomas.billups@gza.com. 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Gargoyles at St. John’s 
We waited for just the right Tower issue to share this tid-bit with you and we think the October 

(Halloween) issue will do quite nicely.  But, don’t be afraid!   
 

Recently, one morning, as David (our Head of Buildings & Grounds) did his usual exterior building 

security assessment, he discovered a first-time visitor to our bell tower.  There, standing on the cor-

ner precipice, was a huge turkey vulture.  He/she gave David quite a jolt (and the chills), with his 5.5

-foot wingspan and bald, red head.  Vultures like this average height is a whopping 32” tall… now 

THAT’s a big bird! 
 

David was quick on the draw with his phone, but the vulture didn’t seem interested in posing for a 

photo.  But we all know that persistence pays off and David finally captured a spooky photo of the 

bird just as he spread his enormous wings.  Turkey vultures are a wee bit rare in Barrington, and 

since this one was not Episcopal, we don’t expect to see him again, any time soon! 
 

If you care to view the photo, stop by any morning and see David. 

 

 

“You Look Marvelous!”   
Covid might necessitate that we keep our physical distance from each other, but it’ll never prevent 

us from being thankful for the many blessings we do have.  Thanksgiving’s right around the corner 

and it might be a good thing to start a wee bit of soul searching to acknowledge just how lucky we 

still are. 
 

The virus cannot take our hearts away or prevent them from overflowing with gratitude and joy.  

And we don’t have to wait for the Thanksgiving table to be grateful and expressive.  Funny, we al-

ways seem to acknowledge the good deeds by outsiders, but sometimes we forget to show our lov-

ing gratitude for our very own family and friends.  Maybe we think it’s just expected, comes with 

the turf or the family name?  It doesn’t and shouldn’t. 
 

We know how great we feel, in the recesses of our hearts, when someone acknowledges our good 

deeds.  If that’s true, then what’s preventing us from shouting “thank you,” “job well done,” and espe-

cially the big one, “I love you!” as often as possible?  The real funny thing here is that expressing our 

gratitude, good wishes and blessings is, um… absolutely FREE!   You can’t wear it out, it never runs 

out and it never, ever gets tired. 
 

I recall a motivational banner that fits quite well here, it read, “You Get What You Reward.”  Want a 

more serene holiday season?  Who doesn’t?  Consider rewarding the behavior you want to see in 

both yourself and those around you.  Who knows, it just might become the chic Thanksgiving thing  

to do? 
 

By way of Saturday Night Live’s,’ Billy Crystal, “You look marvelous!”  See?  Now don’cha feel better 

already?  
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Home Sweet Home 

There’s no place like home!  And none as special as your home.  After all, it’s where you keep your 

heart and your loved ones, too! 
 

Whether you have recently moved into a new home or have lived in the same home for years, we 

have a special liturgy called “The Celebration for a Home” to set aside your home as a haven of 

blessing and peace.   
 

If you’re interested in having your home blessed, or just want to learn a little more about this ser-

vice, please contact Fr. Patrick at: 245.4065 or email him at: patrick@stjohnsbarrington.org. 
 

Have your home blessed today… and sleep better tomorrow! 

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 
On October 14th & 15th from 9:00am to 9:00pm all shoppers will receive a 20% discount off the  

lowest sale prices. Just select St. John’s Church as a participating non profit prior to check out in 

store or online and Boscov’s will donate 5% of your purchase to St. John’s.  Happy Shopping!! 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

8am- Morning Prayer on Zoom & Facebook Live with Organ Music 

8:45-9:15- Coffee ½ Hour on Zoom 

10am- Holy Eucharist in Field Hall 

5:30pm- Holy Eucharist in the Memorial Garden 
 

For our 10am service we will be limited in number so we will be asking everyone who wishes to 

attend to call the office during the week to reserve a spot. The office number is 401-245-4065 and you 

will be able to call up until 2pm on Thursdays. If you do not reserve a spot and show up we may not 

be able to accommodate you.  
 

The 5:30 service is a little more flexible with numbers as we are outside so no reservations will be 

needed. If inclement weather keeps us from meeting outside there will be a service of Evening Pray-

er on Zoom and Facebook Live.  
 

For all of our in person services masks are required at all times and physical distance must be kept. 
 

We are working on all the requirements that will allow us to hold multiple services inside on the 

same day. Hopefully we will have a plan in place that will allow us to hold multiple indoor services 

on the same soon.  

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

October Anniversaries ~ Congratulations 
David & Kristy Leicht ~ October 4, 2004 ~ 16 years 

Steve & Simmy Carter ~ October 7,  1978~ 42 years 

Tim & Wendy Foley ~ October 7, 2000 ~ 20 years 

Brian & Tracy Greene ~ October 8, 1977 ~ 43 years 

Peter & Brenda Kanarian ~ October 8, 1988~ 32 years 

Jeff & Holly Guimond ~ October 11, 2009 ~ 11 years 

Brad & Jill Blankenhorn ~  October 13, 2012 ~ 8 years 

Tom & Katie Stuart ~ October 17, 2015 ~ 5 years 

Bill & Mimsey Cauley ~ October 19, 2013 ~ 7 years 

John & Joan Taylor ~ October 20, 1962 ~ 58 years 

Chris & Alyssa Kelley ~ October 26, 2002~ 18 years 

Steve & Stephanie Adamek ~ October 27, 2001 ~ 19 years 

David & Kristen Materne ~ October 27, 2001 ~ 19 years 

Thomas & Lynn Katon ~ October 28, 1978 ~ 42 years 

Chad & Rachel Mellen ~ October 31, 1992 ~ 28 years 
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COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP 

Nothing Can Separate Us 
Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord   
Romans 8: 38-39 
 

   Our Stewardship Committee has chosen words from this verse to be the theme of this year’s  

Stewardship Campaign, “Nothing Will Separate Us”. Words meant to remind us that even in the 

darkest of times God’s love is there, God is there. More than that, these words remind us that we 

belong to a community built upon that love. And even in these dark times we are currently living 

in, physically distanced from one another, removed from loved ones and the routines of our normal 

lives, we are still connected to one another through this community. Nothing will separate us, from 

God’s love or from each other. 

   The pledge cards will be arriving in your mail soon.  We humbly ask that you and your family 

join us in prayer, give thanks for God’s blessings, and be moved by God’s Spirit to bless others 

through this wonderful parish.  We could never begin to tell the whole story of what YOU do and 

where YOU go through your pledged support of this parish but you have and will continue to 

make a difference.   

   Once you have received your pledge card we ask that you fill it out and return it as soon as 

possible.  We would like to have all the cards returned by November 13th.   

   As we await the day that we can gather together again safely without worry please remember 

that your St. John’s family is still here for you and that nothing will separate us, not just from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord but also from this family. 
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 

Presorted Standard 
U.S. Postage  

Paid 
Permit No. 3 

Barrington, RI 
 

Return  Service Requested 

October 2020 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Fax: 401-245-0518  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — Closed 
   

Worship Services  
See Calendar 

Grace abounds means that even when we are not perfect, even when we are at our worst, even in 

our darkest moments we are beloved by God. Even when we fail to live up to whatever standard we 

are judging ourselves by we are God’s beloved. This is true in normal times so it certainly true now. 

If you are struggling with what’s going on in the world or how you are coping with it please re-

member two things, you are not alone in that and even in that you are God’s beloved.  

 

Even if everything around us seems terrible, even if we ourselves feel like we fall into that, we are 

beloved by God and we can still bear that love and grace out into the world. Things are not normal 

right now and they certainly are not ok, but grace abounds, God’s love persists no matter what. 

Please be gentle with yourselves and those around you, for we are all God’s beloved. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Patrick+                                                       


