
 

  

Beloved, 
 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 

revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of 

the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 

until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now 

hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Romans 8:18-27 

Jackson starts Kindergarten in a couple of weeks. He will turn six about two weeks after that, he 

missed the cut off last year by just over a month, so we have been waiting for this for a while now. 

This transition, this new adventure, which I had hoped would be marked by excitement and wonder, 

with maybe a little trepidation instead has been a time of fear and uncertainty, a time of impending 

loss for our family. Do we send him to his classroom, unsure of how it will be handled and how it will 

unfold? Do we keep him home, unsure of effects that lack of socialization and structure will have on 

him? Unfortunately, there’s no right answer, no good answer. We were fortunate to find a middle 

ground, the place we’ve used for childcare is offering space in small groups where they will oversee 

the distance learning. A little more controlled of an atmosphere but he still gets to learn and grow 

with his peers. While it seems like a pretty solid middle ground, it is still not free from fear and uncer-

tainty for us. Unfortunately this is where the world is right now not just for those starting Kindergar-

ten, but everywhere. Nearly every decision we have to make has us evaluating our risk tolerance in 

ways we probably have not had to ever before. 
Continued on page 3 
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER 

Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary are always  

welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: September 16th.  

The October Tower will be mailed on 

September 30th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
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Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 
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Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Jay Billingsley, Warden 

Bobbi Wexler, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Susan Taylor, Treasurer 

Denise Javery                        

Amanda Jocelyn 

Martha Johnston 

Catherine Juutilainen 

Steve Primiano 

Heather Wilkerson 

Olivia Daniello 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  

 

ENCORE will be closed until further notice.   

Thank you for your understanding  

and we hope to see you soon! 
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This is true for the church as well. When it comes to regathering for in-person worship and for fel-

lowship and formation, there are no good answers, there are no right answers. It’s all a matter of 

gauging what risks we are willing to take, and what we are willing to take those risks for. For me as 

your rector there’s the added question of what situations am I willing to allow that will put others 

at risk, even if they are making those decisions for themselves. As I said, there are no right answers, 

there are no good answers. 

 

We’ve been moving slowly as we try regathering for in-person worship. We’re moving even slower 

with in-person formation and fellowship. I know this is difficult. I miss praying with you all in per-

son, sharing communion with you all. I miss drinking coffee and talking about our weeks in person. 

I miss getting together in person to learn about Jesus and grow closer to him. I understand that our 

approach to regathering is difficult. And as we become more comfortable shopping in stores, as oth-

er things reopen, as schools regather, it might be harder to understand why we’re being so cautious. 

Again, it all goes back to the question of risk tolerance, not just what are we willing to risk but what 

are we willing to take those risks for. 

 

We’re coming up with the safest ways we can to regather for in-person worship. We started with 

Evening Prayer outside, which has transitioned into Holy Eucharist outside. I know the importance 

of place, the importance of being in the same space with others especially in these holy moments, so 

we’re trying to mitigate those risks and make it as safe as possible for us to come together for those 

moments. Our plan for worship going forward, with additional options for in person worship, is 

included further on in this issue of the Tower. As much as I would prefer to drink coffee and learn 

about scripture and our tradition together with you all in person, I think those can be undertaken 

adequately online and thus aren’t worth the risks that meeting in person holds right now.  

 

Just like with Jackson’s kindergarten, there is no perfect choice for how we move forward. Please 

know that I am just as heartbroken as everyone else that we cannot be coming into this new pro-

gram year as we normally do. I am just as heartbroken over all the things we are losing and missing 

out on. This is unfortunately going to go on much longer than any of us would like, but it will end 

and we will regather again.  

 

Until that time let us look to St. Paul’s words and remember that as we mourn and grieve, as we 

struggle and hope for what is to come, we are to lean on the Holy Spirit to see us through these 

times, remembering that God is always with us no matter how lost we might feel. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Patrick+                                                       
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COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP 

COMMISSION ON MUSIC 

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Children and Youth Ministries News 
  

This fall St. John’s will continue to offer programming for children and youth as circumstances al-

low. This will likely be a combination of virtual and in-person opportunities. Children in pre-K 

through grade 5 are eligible for church school; kids in grades five through twelve are invited to par-

ticipate in the youth group. Church school classes will be structured to involve children, parents, 

and parishioners of all ages, and will have their foundation in scripture. Youth group will spend the 

year exploring the theme “Value,” with a three-fold focus on Bible study, social justice, and local 

service. Additional opportunities for specific age groups (e.g., high school mission, college students) 

and special events will be announced as we navigate the new school year. Please stay tuned for de-

tails regarding meeting times, spaces, and social distancing requirements. 
  

A contact and consent form is required for all children participating in church school programs 

(even if they participated last year). Online registration is available at  https://stjohnsbarrington.org/

church-school-registration-form/. For more information, please email Heather Annis at  

hannis618@gmail.com or call her at 245-4065. 
 

Save the date (subject to change): 

September 20 and 27 - Church school focus groups 

September 20 - First day of youth group 

October 4 - Church school classes begin 

St. John’s Online Variety Show 

Hosted by the Stewardship Committee 
 

Often times when we discuss Stewardship we talk about how God calls us to use our treasure, time 

and talent, too often we focus solely on the treasure part. This year before we get to the treasure of 

stewardship we want to offer a chance for our parish to showcase our talents. We are still working 

out the exact details of this event so please keep an eye open for those. Right now we ask you to 

begin thinking about a talent you could share with the parish and beginning planning how you 

might share that in a short video.  

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 
Unfortunately as we regather for in person worship we will not be able to have a choir as we are 

used to. Recognizing the importance of music in our worship, especially for those offering their time 

and talent to lead those ministries we are hoping to bring back our Handbell Choir. If you have any 

interest in learning more about handbells, or taking part in this reformed choir, please be in touch 

with Jacob or Fr. Patrick. 

https://stjohnsbarrington.org/church-school-registration-form/
https://stjohnsbarrington.org/church-school-registration-form/
mailto:hannis618@gmail.com
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Treasurer’s Report 
August 2020 

 

Here we are in the midst of the dog days of summer.  Having looked up that term to be sure it 

meant what I was thinking, it is exactly how I am feeling. Wikipedia says Greeks and Romans re-

ferred to these days as a period that could bring fever or even catastrophe because it’s so hot. Early 

astrology connected the heavens with heat, drought, sudden thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad 

dogs, and bad luck. Sounds pretty ominous and pretty well describes our summer so far, particular-

ly given our unprecedented circumstances on many fronts right now in our Town, our State, and 

indeed in our Nation. 
 

But we can all take great CHEER in the fun and success we have been having every Friday night at 

St. John’s Lobster Roll Sale, thanks to the steadfast commitment of the core group: Dale West, Father 

Patrick, Joyce Marabello, and Pat Anderson. And let’s not forget the Blue Kangaroo for continuing 

to make the best lobster rolls around. We have sold 668 so far. This “mission” has brought so much 

joy to the communality and the team has the system down to a science and SAFE. I am so glad that 

your Vestry decided in favor of continuing this summer pastime. KUDOS to everyone.  

(I wonder if we’ll hit 1,000 by summer’s end). 
 

And as Treasurer, I suppose I should report on the rest of St. John’s finances but as I am told my  

others with more experience on this front, because it is summertime, not much excitement happens 

and is historically uneventful. Our pledges have been enough to keep everyone working so staff 

didn’t need to file for unemployment – thank you.  And we have been able to continue our worship, 

maintain the building, and pay the bills.  And after the initial stock market plummet in March, we 

have stable investments which have performed well so that when the rainy day comes, or we need a 

new roof, or God only knows what will come next, we are okay. So for now, I will ask God to walk 

with me as I continue to keep a watchful eye on our finances and follow my mantra: STAY CALM 

AND CARRY ON. For now, I’ll add……..stay COOL and carry on. 

 

Respectfully, 

Susan L. Taylor  
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

beginning Sunday, September 13th 

 

8am- Morning Prayer on Zoom & Facebook Live 

8:45-9:15- Coffee ½ Hour on Zoom 

10am- Holy Eucharist in Field Hall 

5:30pm- Holy Eucharist in the Memorial Garden 
 

For our 10am service we will be limited in number so we will be asking everyone who wishes to 

attend to call the office during the week to reserve a spot. The office number is 401-245-4065 and you 

will be able to call up until 2pm on Thursdays. If you do not reserve a spot and show up we may not 

be able to accommodate you.  
 

The 5:30 service is a little more flexible with numbers as we are outside so no reservations will be 

needed. If inclement weather keeps us from meeting outside there will be a service of Evening Prayer 

on Zoom and Facebook Live.  
 

For all of our in person services masks are required at all times and physical distance must be kept. 

 

September Anniversaries ~ Congratulations 
Joseph & Roxanna Stroffolino ~ September 3, 2011 ~ 9 years 

Sanford & Barbara Blossom ~ September 6, 1981 ~ 39 years 

Stuart & Mary Collins ~ September 7,  1991~ 29 years 

Bryan & Karen Cooper ~ September 8, 1984 ~ 36 years 

Andy & Mary Davis ~ September 11, 2010 ~ 10 years 

Andrew & Esther Scott ~ September 13, 1980 ~ 40 years 

Jay Billingsley & Rose Murrin ~  September 20, 2002 ~ 18 years 

Christine & Phillip Wallis ~ September 20, 1975 ~ 45 years 

John & Cheryl Pace ~ September 24, 1988 ~ 32 years 

Carl & Nancy Seadale ~ September 27, 1969 ~ 51 years 
 

Baptisms 
Nathaniel Charles Moriarty 

 

 Life Eternal 
Margaret Northrop Kraig 

Norman “Sandy” McCulloch 
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

What Dog Days? 
 

Hey, these might be the “dog days of summer,’ but make no mistake about all the activity going on 

here at St. John’s!  We’ve got Garden Angels, (that’s right… “garden”) pulling weeds, clearing storm 

debris, trash removal and much more.  We know they don’t like the spotlight, but we can’t resist a 

huge shoutout to: Ann Glosson, Cynthia and Norm Johnson and Debbie Jerome.  Our Garden  

Angels fly in at all hours of the day, nights and weekends and lend a gardening hand wherever it’s 

needed.  Thank you! 
 

There’s a few of other Angels that we want you to know about: Ralph Barton, Norm Johnson and 

Mike Javery are always on building watch and willing to lend a hand on many special projects.   

Thank you guys! 
 

And then there’s the ever-popular Lobster Roll Angels, Pat Anderson and Joyce Marabello, along 

with all the usual Friday night sales force.  Thank you, one and all for a stellar Lobster Roll Season! 
 

And one final Angel, although a “hired-hand” here at St. John’s, Reliable Landscape’s Joe Parker is 

always willing to go the extra mile and give of himself for the beautification of our grounds.  Thank 

you Joe! 
 

Well, there you have it, nine Angels, quietly working among us, lending a hand to help ensure our 

beautiful life here at St. John’s.  We are sincerely grateful to them all, as well as any unsung Angels 

we might have missed. 
 

If you would like to be a St. John’s Church Angel, give us a shout and share your talents in any way 

you wish – we’d love to have you! 

 
 

Pumpkins Are Coming!  Pumpkins Are Coming! 
 

Yeah, time sure flies and we’re rapidly approaching the Fall season and that means only one thing in 

the East Bay… Pumpkins at St. John’s!   
 

The pumpkins come from the Navajo Indian Reservation in Farmington, NM. They grow 1,200 acres 

or approximately 2 square miles of pumpkins and employee over 700 Native Americans during the 

harvest months of September and October. They also have a full time off-season NM staff that is 

comprised of entirely Native Americans. This has a positive and lasting impact on a region with 42% 

unemployment. It's a wonderful partnership of trust. The churches and non-profit organizations 

trust them to grow and deliver great pumpkins. They trust those organizations to be diligent in sell-

ing their pumpkins, honest in reporting their sales, and attentive to paying our percentage of sales. 

Both sides win.  

The 72” long trailer truck is scheduled to arrive in our parking lot on Friday, September 25th and we 

will need many hands to assist in the unloading of the pumpkins.  If you feel like getting a bit of  

exercise, we sure could  use your help! 
 

Please call Dale at: 245.4065 or email at: dale@stjohnsbarrington.org for all the details.  Who 

knows, you might even find ole Charlie Brown sitting in our pumpkin patch! 

mailto:dale@stjohnsbarrington.org
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  
community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 
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Return  Service Requested 

September 2020 

The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-4065  
Fax: 401-245-0518  
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday – Thursday 8:00am  -  4:00pm 
Friday — Closed 
   

Worship Services  
See Calendar 


