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Beloved,
As summer is starting to wind down I am deeply aware of how quickly our lives are picking back
up. In the first week of September school will start up and for the first time both Jackson and Hazel
will be in school. That same week kicks off the fall soccer season in town, so in addition to getting
used to the school schedule we’ll have practice one night a week for each kid, one of which I’ll be
coaching, and then two games on a weekend. It dawned on me the other day as well that we have
been thinking about having them check out scouts this year, potentially adding another thing each
week for one or both kids. Hazel has also been asking to start ballet back up again. That’s just what’s
going on with the kids, not to mention anything that Carmen and I have going on. Life is getting
busy real quick.
I know I am not alone with busyness creeping back into my life, I am even pretty sure that our
schedule isn’t all that bad compared to other folks. It’s still a lot for us and I am preemptively
fatigued with it. As I am thinking about this I am reminded of something my Field Ed supervisor in
seminary used to joke about, that he was ordained as a priest to make sure he’d go to church, to make
sure that he’d tend to his own faith life. That joke is more and more relatable for me as the kids are
growing and our lives are getting more and more complicated. I am aware at how easy it would be to
let this aspect of my life drop if I were not in my role.
As our lives are all picking up speed and becoming harder and harder to fit in one more thing, I
want to encourage you all to stay engaged with St. John’s, or if you have drifted away to reengage
with St. John’s. I know it can be difficult but I assure you it is worth it. Our faith, and our traditions,
are not just another thing to add on to our already busy lives. Our faith is meant to ground and feed
us amidst that busyness. Our traditions are here to give us a breath of fresh air amidst the storms of
the world and also to strengthen and equip us to fully reenter those storms. At its best our faith helps
us to become more fully our true selves, who we were created to be, so that we can fully engage with
the world around us.
As I said, I hope as our lives continue to get busier and busier I hope you stay engaged with us here,
or even reengage with us if you have stepped away. We have plenty of ways to get involved. We are
always looking for volunteers to help with our Sunday worship, whether it be, readers, ushers,
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forward.
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ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary
are always welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: September 15th.
The November Tower will be mailed on
September 29th.
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Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Children and Youth Ministries News
Please be sure to complete a contact and consent form for each of your kids. Beginning September
12, you can get a hard copy in the church school wing or by clicking the registration button on the
St, John's website. Due to parochial reporting and Safe Church requirements, new forms need to be
filled out each year, even if you have a returning student. Please see Heather for a form or for more
information.
Church School
Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 am
First day of class: September 19
Regular class: September 26
Youth Group
Sunday evenings from 6:15 to 7:45 pm
Kick-off: September 19
Regular gathering: September 26

Confirmation, Round II
The bishop will visit St. John's on Sunday, November 21 at 10:00! Candidates for confirmation must
be entering the 10th grade or above to be eligible. Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings:
Sept 15, Sept. 29, Oct. 13, and Nov. 10 from 6:00-8:00. Regular attendance at Sunday worship and at
youth group is recommended but not required. As of this writing, classes will be held in person.
Should that change due to COVID restrictions, we will plan accordingly. Members of the fall class
will be confirmed together with the group that finished classes this past spring. Parents are encouraged to attend the first 30 minutes of the Sept. 15 meeting, as we will be going over requirements
and expectations and answering any questions you might have.
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC
Hello Parishioners!
Come Autumn, choir will be back in full swing (or is it full "sing"??) again. Choir rehearsal starts on
Thursday, September 9th at 7:00pm. If you are interested in singing in the choir, please see me or
contact me: Jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org. We are ALWAYS looking for new singers!!! Stay well!!!
Here are some upcoming events, so mark them on your calendar and spread the word:
Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John's will be performing on the following dates:
09/19/21 at 3:00 pm
Concert featuring works by Gounod and Stravinski's L'Histoire du Soldat
11/07/21 at 3:00 pm
Performance featuring works by Part, Barber, and Massacagni's beloved "Intermezzo" from the
Cavaleria Rusticana
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Goodbye for Now
Our staff said goodbye to Arts Alive, the theatre camp that joins us each summer, utilizing Field
Hall, as well as our grounds. The Arts Alive staff and counselors lead kids through games, improv,
stage makeup, dance, creative movement, voice, mask making, stage combat and theatre craft and
design! This is a chance for our local kids to work on their individual performance skills in a fun,
safe, supportive, and encouraging environment!
There’s always music and young voices filling the air at St. John’s. Their laughter and excitement
are a welcome change to our (almost) cloistered workday for the staff at St. John’s . We wish the
Arts Alive staff and campers well for the remainder of 2021 and look forward to their return in the
Spring of 2022. “Break a leg!”

Pumpkins Are Coming! Pumpkins Are Coming!
Yes, time sure flies and we’re rapidly approaching the Fall season and that means only one thing in
the East Bay… Pumpkins at St. John’s!

The pumpkins come from the Navajo Indian Reservation in Farmington, NM. They grow 1,200 acres
or approximately 2 square miles of pumpkins and employee over 700 Native Americans during the
harvest months of September and October. They also have a full time off-season NM staff that is
comprised of entirely Native Americans. This has a positive and lasting impact on a region with
42% unemployment. It's a wonderful partnership of trust. The churches and non-profit organizations trust them to grow and deliver great pumpkins. They trust those organizations to be diligent
in selling their pumpkins, honest in reporting their sales, and attentive to paying our percentage of
sales. Both sides win.
The 72” long trailer truck is scheduled to arrive in our parking lot on Saturday, September 25th
(time to be announced as we get closer to the date) and we will need many hands to assist in the
unloading of the pumpkins. If you feel like getting a bit of
exercise, w e sure co uld use yo ur help!
Please call Dale at: 245.4065 or email at: dale@stjohnsbarrington.org for all the details.
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
Collecting Stories
This summer Fr. Patrick and Rose Murrin with a few other members of our diocese attended a
weeklong program meant to help strengthen the parishes we come from. Part of this program
involves completing projects back in our parishes. The first step of our project here will be to collect
stories about St. John’s. If you have a story about our parish whether it’s about something you did or
took part in, a member who moved or inspired you, a ministry you found influential in your life, or
a story about our founding or history, we would love to hear it. You can write it up or record yourself sharing it and email it to stories@stjohnsbarrington.org. If it would be easier to share it with Fr.
Patrick or Rose and have them record it we can do that too. Our intentions right now are just to
gather these stories to hear what it is we say about our parish. We will not share or distribute any of
the stories we receive without reaching out and getting explicit permission to do so. If you have any
questions please reach out to Fr. Patrick or send an email to stories@stjohnsbarrington.org.

Wednesday Service
Beginning on September 22nd we will resume our weekday Eucharist which takes place at 9:30am
on Wednesdays in the Church. As there will be no singing at this service the plan is for masks to be
optional for the vaccinated.

Transitions
September Anniversaries ~ Congratulations!
Joseph & Roxanna Stroffolino ~ September 3, 2011 ~ 10 years
Sanford & Barbara Blossom ~ September 6, 1981 ~ 40 years
Stuart & Mary Collins ~ September 7, 1991~ 30 years
Bryan & Karen Cooper ~ September 8, 1984 ~ 37 years
Andy & Mary Davis ~ September 11, 2010 ~ 11 years
Andrew & Esther Scott ~ September 13, 1980 ~ 41 years
Jay Billingsley & Rose Murrin ~ September 20, 2002 ~ 19 years
Christine & Phillip Wallis ~ September 20, 1975 ~ 46 years
John & Cheryl Pace ~ September 24, 1988 ~ 33 years
Carl & Nancy Seadale ~ September 27, 1969 ~ 52 years
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intercessors, Eucharistic Ministers or people to join the Choir, Altar Guild or Flower Guild. In
addition to worship we have Bible Studies and Book Groups throughout the week, we have a Coffee
Hour and Happy Hour on Zoom. John’s Meals, Loaves & Fishes and Laundry Love are all still
active to varying degrees and we usually need help with those ministries. If you are looking to get
involved but none of these things pique your interest come talk to me and we’ll see what we can
figure out.
I get that our lives are busy, I really do, and I understand how hard it can be to add another thing,
but I assure you that deepening your faith is worth it. As we grow our faith and draw closer to our
God we become more and more who were created to be, we become more and more truly alive.
Yours in Christ,

Patrick+

The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

September 2021
The Reverend Patrick Greene, Rector
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday - Closed
Worship Services
8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
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